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The Cohasset
Cemetery
History
In 1880 Carl B. Hume,
four year old son of Mr. and
Mrs. William H. Hume, died,
and his parents buried the
child on a portion to their
home-stead. The location is
at the end of Harvey Road
amid pines, oaks and cedars
on a fairly level site. Just
opposite this site, the church
was built in 1897. It was a
handsome structure with
Gothic windows and a small
steeple. During World War II it was vandalized for building material, and after the war, the remainder was torn
down to incorporate into the improvement of the currently
used church.
John E. Hammond was killed in 1888 by a log rolling
out of control while it was being loaded in the woods. He
was buried near the Hume child. The heart of the sugar
pine log, which killed Hammond, could be seen until recently near the road, a sort distance above the line between Butte and Tehama Counties, and was known as the
Hammond Log.
In the next several years, other members of the community were buried in the
near vicinity, and informally, a cemetery
developed in this mountain community of
orchardists and lumber people. By 1900,
Mr. Hume had passed away and Mrs.
Hume had married a Mr. Pappert. The
community felt the need at the time to
organize a regular cemetery association.
Mrs. Pappert deeded for one dollar ($1.00)
the land, about 1.2 acres to the Mount
Pleasant Cemetery Association. The original trustees were Kelsey Grant Nichols, J.
N. Cole, and Samuel N. Lynn. Nichols
lived in Deer Creek Canyon at Polk
Springs for years, then in the community
on Vilas Rd. In his latter years he married
the widow of Hiram Walker. Cole lived near the junction
of Vilas Rd. and Cohasset Rd., owning a considerable
amount of acreage on Mud Creek just above the Richardson Springs holdings.

For many years, the map of the cemetery was passed
from one elder of the community to the next, and was informally cared for by the community and families of those
buried there. Customarily, this was done on the weekend
before Decoration Day, now known as Memorial Day.
Only the map and the deed survived the earlier association. The deed was recorded March 2, 1900 in Book 55
page 257 of the Book of Deeds. ( Butte County, Calif.).
Ira Schofield was caretaker in the early part of this
century, spending many hours looking after the cleaning
of the grounds. He was a Civil War Veteran with a steel plate in his head. Having
no family, he spent part of his time in the
soldiers home at Sawtelle, Calif. While in
Cohasset, he would stay "where he hung
his hat," digging wells and doing odd jobs.
In those days, there was always room at
the table and in the house for anyone who
happened by. Mr. Schofield finally died at
the Soldiers Home, and is buried there.
The next caretaker of the cemetery was
Harry Bodey, who came to Cohasset in the
early 1920's to be near family, his mother,
sister, and uncles. Two uncles and a niece
are buried in the cemetery. Mr. Bodey
lived in a small house about one fourth
mile down Harvey Rd. from the cemetery
on the left hand side. He was struck by a car in Chico, was
(Continued on page 8)
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May Deadline - Apr 16, 2012

This year the ladies of Cohasset have been working on 3 quilts.
The first is a beautiful twin size upholstery sampler quilt made by
Elizabeth Davison. It is currently on display in the Cohasset Community
building. This quilt will be raffled off at the Spring Country Dance April
28th 4 to 7 pm. You need not be present to win. Proceeds go to The CCA
and the Cohasset Historical Society. Two chances to win!!! Tickets will be
rolled over for the next quilt raffle
at the 2012 Cohasset Bazaar.
Please come out an support our
quilting ladies on the hill. Putting
in countless hours, donations, and
bringing a fine addition to our
yearly fund raisers. Thank you all
for your time.
The second quilt (pictured), a
twin size, pinwheel pattern in
pink, blue and white is in the process of being hand quilted. This quit
will be raffled off at the Music Festival and Bazaar in August. Hand
quilting is a time consuming endeavor which is fun and social. If
you would like to try your hand at
quilting we will be meeting at the
Cohasset Community Association
building on Saturday April 7th at 10 am.
The third quilt will be a tan and blue lighthouse themed quilt with
blocks of appliquéd lighthouses alternating with pieced blocks called flying
dutchmen. This is an ongoing project and will be raffled off at the 2013
Music Festival and Bazaar. We are looking for people to help us work on
this quilt. We will be happy to teach you how to piece, appliqué and quilt.
The dates and time to work on this quilt are the same times and dates as
the quilting meeting above.
Raffle tickets purchased before or at the Spring Dance will be included
for the quilt raffle at the August Music Festival and Bazaar.
Tickets for the two, 2012 quilts are 1 for $1.00 or 6 for $5.00.
Quilt raffle tickets have gone on sale & are available at:
Spring Dance Apr 28th
Any bingo night
Plant Sale, May 12th
Or contact Elizabeth Davison at 518-0895 or Sally DeBoth at 8941894
—Mayeve Tate & Elizabeth Davison

•
•
•
•
•

CCA Building Rental Reservations
The Cohasset Community Center is
available to rent for private functions.
The rate is $125 per day, and $60 for a
half-day (5 hours).
For more information, call 893-1616, email
info@cohassetcommunity.org, or view the CCA rental

To place an ad in the Cohasset Newsletter:
E-mail ad copy and instructions to mayeve@att.net.
Payment must be received by the 2nd Friday of the
month for the following month’s inclusion. Checks
may be made out to the CCA and sent to 11 Maple
Creek Ranch Rd, Cohasset, CA 95973.
Prices for CCA newsletter advertisements:
Business card size
$25
1/2 page
$75
1/4 page
$40
Full page
$150

Government & Cohasset Community News
Supervisor
News
by Maureen Kirk,
Butte Co. Supervisor, District 3

Brian’s Patrol and was an exemplary young man. Brian will
be headed to Crane Naval Base in Indiana. It is the third
largest naval base in the US. Who would have thought it
would be in Indiana?
Enjoy Spring – the flowers, weather, and baseball.
—mkirk@buttecounty.net♦891-2800

I love March! This year we have
had a partial March miracle
with rain and mountain snow
adding to our water supply. It
has been cool lately and that suits my husband. He
is a bulbophile (daffodils, tulips, etc) and they last
much longer over the cooler days. It is also time for
March Madness. The NCAA basketball playoffs are
always fun.
I recently attended the Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan meeting. Many of the local jurisdictions were
present and are all working together to update the
plan. This is required by FEMA and involves naming
historic and potential future hazards for the County.
Potential mitigation for pre-disaster events and post
disaster plans are required. Cohasset fits into the
plan because there have been historic hazards which
must be enumerated. For example, heavy snow
events and fires have compromised the single exit
out of Cohasset. If you have questions or concerns,
please call John Gulserian at the County – 538-7373.
There is a consultant who will be compiling all of the
data so that the County is poised to receive funds in
event of a disaster, and for potential mitigations.
The Butte County Library has been without a
Director for four months. We have an Interim Director who has compiled an extensive study on future
options for the Library. This will be presented at the
March 27 meeting and is on the county website. The
options are to continue as usual and hire a Library
Director, forma JPA with other counties and share a
Director, or even to privatize. The potential State
budget will cut the state’s contribution to the Library
and could impact services. I know that the BOS is
committed to the Library system and wants to keep
services as they are now. There will be some challenges with funding, but we are committed to make
it happen.
The Butte County Fire Safe Council has some
valuable packets titled ICE, in case of emergency.
They have offered to make a presentation to interested groups and to distribute packets after the presentation. This could be at the Cohasset Community
Association meeting or at the annual summer festival. Their number is 877-0984.
Opening day of baseball is April 6 and our taxes
are due April 17. Time flies.
Our son, Brian, was here for three days. He delivered the Purple Heart to the family from Anderson
whose son was killed on January 2. He was in

Historical Society
Presents
a Square Dance!
The Spring English Country
Dance with live caller and music!
from Morgan McDow and Beltain
Sat. April 28th. from 3pm to 7 pm.
Pizza and drinks for sale by C.C.A.
Upholstery Sampler Quilt Raffle door prize
Come for the fun!!!
asking $5.00 donation at the door

Cohasset Community News
Where Have All The Porcupines Gone?
Lara asked about the lack of porcupine sightings around Cohasset. She recalled seeing many of them years ago, but not lately. I
guess the nasty rodents are still around. Although in the 12 plus
years we’ve been in Cohasset I haven’t seen one either. We are at
about the western edge of their range in the Sierra so maybe they’ve
retreated up the mountain. I called Fish and Game and they told
me that there is no outbreak of disease or increase in the predator
population that would cause their numbers to radically decline.
Their population density is variable but peaks at about 15 years or
so. Maybe we are at the low point of the population density now? I’ll
keep checking. If anyone has any ideas about why they’re not
around let me know.
So just for those of you who are
interested in porcupines in general, here are some facts:
Porcupines are plant eaters
(herbivores). In spring and summer they feed on plants that
grow along streams and land
plants such as shrubs, fruits,
leaves, and buds. In the winter
they eat twigs, bark, and the
inter bark of trees, particularly
conifers, and evergreen leaves.
Around here that would be ponderosa pine, white fir, oaks, maple, cottonwood, willow, and elderberry. Porcupines have an enlarged liver (no, they doesn’t drink too
much), but have this adaptation which may be related to a winter
diet low in vitamins.
Porcupines cause damage to forest trees but usually it is localized, however the damage can be very serious. They can girdle the
tree and often chew off the top causing it to become forked. They’re
especially damaging to forest plantations and if serious enough
their populations are reduced by shooting, trapping and poisoning.
They den up, reproduce and use for cover, caves, large rock crevices, hollow logs, burrows of other animals and trees.
Porcupines are active yearlong. They’re primarily nocturnal but
often you’ll see them during the day. They don’t hibernate, but their
body temperature may drop in extreme cold. During such times,
they may not move away from a single tree or hole in a rocky area
and become very inactive.
They will migrate locally for short distances between their summer and winter ranges. Their home range is up to 250 acres. But in
winter it can be as small as 20 acres. Summer home ranges are larger than winter ranges. They don’t really have a territory that they
defend but will fight over females during breeding times.
They mate in fall or winter and birthing usually takes place
from April through May, There is a single litter of 1, with a few possible instances of twins. The young are capable of climbing and assuming a defensive posture soon after birth, and can survive on a
diet of vegetation by 2 weeks of age. Infant mortality is low, but porcupines around here are preyed upon by mountain lions, bobcats,
great horned owls and occasionally by a stupid dog.
—Bob Tate

Brew Club News
All meetings will be held in
the Cohasset Community building at 7 PM on the second
Wednesday of each month.
Home made beer is our focus, but
if you don't have a beer that
meets the feature of the month,
please bring some food and show
up to join in our discussion.
•
April 11th will feature single hopped
beers or a neutral bittering hop with
another hop for flavor and aroma.
•
May 9th will feature Porters of all
types.
Hope to see you all there.
Please reply to 1eastrise@att.net or call
530-343-4951.

Wit & Wisdom
from The Week
“Exhilaration is that feeling you get just
after a great idea hits you, and just before you
realize what’s wrong with it.”
— Actor Rex Harrison, quoted in The Buffalo
News
“Television is a medium because it’s
neither rare nor well done.”
— Ernie Kovacs, quoted in the Greenfield,
Ind., Daily Reporter
“Nothing is more responsible for the good
old days than a bad memory.”
— Journalist Franklin Pierce Adams, quoted
in NewYorker.com
“The only reason some people get lost in
thought is because it’s unfamiliar territory.”
— Actor Paul Fix, quoted in The Buffalo News
“Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a
matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited
for; it is a thing to be achieved.”
— William Jennings Bryan, quoted in
United Press International
“It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can sincerely try
to help another without helping himself.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson, quoted in the
Columbus, Ohio, Dispatch

Cohasset Community News
CCA Clean-Up April 29
The CCA Building Maintenance Committee has scheduled a clean-up day for Sunday, April 29, starting at 12:00 noon. We
will be raking the yard, cleaning the
building and doing some routine maintenance. We will be getting the place ready
for our spring events, including the Plant
Sale and Breakfast on May 12th and the
Yard Sale and Member Breakfast on June
23rd. The raking also needs to be done to
comply with best fire safety practices. We
would like to invite the community to
come on down and give us a hand. If you
have rakes, work gloves or a wheelbarrow you can bring, it would be appreciated. If you do bring any of these items, make sure they're marked so you
know which implements are yours. Kids, especially the 4H members, are
encouraged to come and give back to your community.

3rd Annual Cohasset
Community Yard Sale
and Membership
Breakfast
Want to sell your extra stuff, antiques, art, crafts or treasures someone else would love? Ready to renew
your CCA membership?. Although
June 23rd seems far away before you
know it Spring will be here. Save Saturday June 23rd to attend the 3rd
Annual CCA Yard Sale and Membership Breakfast.

! NEW ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITY !
In an attempt to obtain more advertising, the Board
of Directors as agreed to single line advertising. Basically it would allow a business to list their name, service and phone number. The cost of this would only
be $10.00 for each listing. It will be charged on a
month by month basis. If you know of any businesses that might be interested, please have them call
me at 342-6547. Thanks–Maggie Krehbiel

Renew your Membership or Join the CCA Today
Check one:
Basic $20 Pine $25 Oak $50 Lifetime $100
For existing Lifetime Membership sustaining renewals check one:
Silver $25
Gold $50
Diamond $100
Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________
Address:__________________________________________________
Mail to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973
Checks payable to CCA or call Janice at 343-1754

You may set up a space with your
own items to sell for a nominal fee of
$10 or you may donate to the CCA
space. Donations will be accepted the
week before the event.
Details on the membership breakfast and Yard Sale including times
and contacts will be in next months
newsletter
Start spreading the word. Someone
else’s junk could be your treasure.
Don’t miss this fun event and CCA
fundraiser. Admission is Free.

Dear Fellow Cohassians – Check out our newest Advertisers
If you need any of the following services or products, please use them. Mention this Ad for discount!!
discount!!
Northern California Driving School -free pick up-of Cohasset, Maggie -local references -899-9307
Smokestack Lightning Chimney Service - 15% discount – Several local references
-894-7668
Sunrise Carpet Cleaners & Restoration – 10% off - of Cohasset, Perry- Local references -891-4113
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
These 1 line ads run for 1 month, require no contract or commitment, and only cost $10 per Newsletter. If you have a service, or
product for sale, please consider advertising with us. Call Maggie @ 342-6547 for more information

Cohasset Community News
History Corner
Cohasset has a rich history to
share with our small community. We
are looking for Cohassians to join our
small club. Anyone interested in our
local history can join. No dues and
no work required. Currently, we only
have a few people. Contact Elizabeth
Davison 518-0895 or email
(sawmillpuppets@yahoo.com).

Cohasset 4-H Report
The Cohasset 4H would like to thank the Cohasset community for coming out to support our annual Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner. It is wonderful to get the help we need to provide
this program for our youth.
This last month we participated in a ranger led snowshoe
hike at Lassen National Park. The community was invited to
join us and we had a pretty good turn out. We had a great time
afterwards playing in the snow. The
swine, gardening, sewing, welding
and arts and crafts projects are continuing apace. We are looking ahead
to entering many of the products of
these projects in the Silver Dollar
Fair.
The 4H is also sponsoring Rainbow Craft Field Day on April 14 in
Durham, and the Cohasset club is
responsible for organizing it. Members from all over the county will be submitting their artwork
for judging. Our members will be working at the check-in, and
as judges of the participants' art projects. Many of our members will also be submitting projects for judging.
Our final fundraiser of the year will be held on April 12th at
the Almond Orchard Round Table Pizza, 5:00 -8:00 p.m. They
are once again donating a portion of their proceeds to our 4-H
club. We will also be holding a Bake Sale in conjunction with
this event. We hope to see you out there enjoying their great
pizza!
— Susana Gehrke

Annual Cohasset Community
Association Plant Sale
Saturday May 12th, 9am to 2pm
at the Community Association Bldg
Shop for plants, enjoy breakfast with
neighbors

Community Church
News
With Christmas still fresh
in our memory, we are rapidly
approaching
the
“Easter season.” While there has been controversy over the exact date for these celebrations,
let us set aside that argument and consider the
historic event each commemorates.
Within the Christian church, Christmas
celebrates the miraculous birth of a baby, who
was to become the Savior of all mankind. It took
some 33 years for that child to grow and develop
and to be crucified. Easter, then, celebrates the
historic events concerning His death, burial, and
resurrection.
We at the Cohasset Neighborhood
Church will be celebrating Easter on April 8. We
cordially invite you to join with us then, and
every Sunday.

West African
Rhythms &
Dance
Learn all about West
African music. Have fun,
meet old friends and make
new acquaintances. Dance
to great West African
music with hosts Lansana
& Tania.
This recurring event is
held on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of each month,
10am at the CCA Building. All ages are welcome.
We’ll see you all Sunday. April 8th & 22nd.
For more info, call Ruth: 891-3481.

Attention Cohasset Residents
Enjoy High Speed Internet
Today!
Emails, pictures, videos all download in a
flash with our DSL service. No more cleaning out the closet
while you wait for emails to download.

Free DSL modem. Call today at 898-9123,
or visit us at AccessNow.com
Current Calendar at: www.CohassetCommunity.org Website
hosting provided free by AccessNow.com

Events & Calendar
Make Your Tummy Say Howdy
It’s time for another Yummy
Potluck. This month the
theme is Comfort Food. Ok,
so what classifies as a comfort food. According to
Wikipedia Comfort food is
1) food prepared traditionally, that may have a nostalgic or sentimental appeal or
simply provide an easy-toeat, easy-to-digest meal rich
in calories, nutrients, or
both 2) may be foods that
have an element either to an
individual or a specific culture and 3) many comfort
foods are flavorful and easily eaten, having soft consistencies. So there you have it. Comfort food is pretty much any food that makes your tummy say
howdy, and makes you feel happy. Come join us April 21 at 5:30
at the CCA building to share comfort food and friendship.
Cheers, Mayeve.

Sun
1 10:30am
Church Service

Mon
2 7pm 4-H
Meeting

Tue

CCA BINGO!
Mark your calendars,
CCA Bingo will be held
on Saturday, April 21st.
Bingo card sales start at
6:30 pm, and games start
at 7 pm.
Bingo packages are
$15, which includes 6
(six) bingo cards for each
of the 8 games. The final game of the night will be
'Split the Pot', which is an optional entry after the
regular Bingo rounds conclude.
Bring your lucky Bingo good luck charms and
bring a friend, because the more players there are,
the greater the payouts! If you have any questions,
call the CCA Bingo hotline at 530-893-5432 and
leave a message.
Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed while Bingo games are in session.
All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset
Community Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Wed

Thu

7 10am Quilt
Meeting
10am 4-H Arts
& Crafts

4

8 10:30am
9
Church Service
10:00am
African Dance

10

11 10am
12 6:30pm
Commodities CCA Board
Distribution Meeting
7-9pm Brew
Club

13

1510:30am
Church Service

16

17

18

19

20

21 5pm Community Potluck
7pm CCA
Bingo

22 10:30am
23
Church Service
10:00am
African Dance

24

25

26

27

28 7pm
Spring Dance

30

6

Sat

3

29 10:30am
Church Service

5

Fri
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killed instantly, and is buried in Cohasset Cemetery
near his uncles.
Upon Mr. Bodey's death in 1959, Donald Sorenson
received the map, and helped with selections of grave
sites. He took what responsibility was necessary for the
care of the cemetery. The Sorenson family came to Cohasset in 1907 to establish a general store
to supply the needs of the mill hands who
worked at the Vilas Brothers sawmill.
Lillie Sorenson was a sister of the Vilas's.
The first member of this family buried in
the cemetery was a baby daughter of Walter and Blanche Vilas in 1908. Since that
time, other members of the family have
been buried in the same vicinity and a
cement walk surrounds the plot. Other
family groups of the community, have
treated their sites in a similar manner.
Grave digging for many years was performed by neighbors and friends of the
deceased. Even after the motor hearse
came into use, horses where still used in
bad weather to pull a casket, on a sled or
wagon. up the hill to the cemetery. One
casket, containing the body of Mr. L. W.
Wilkerson, was pulled on a toboggan by
several men, over the frozen snow. This
was before Harvey Rd. was graded and
graveled.
Variety and individuality are shown in
the grave markers. A few simple wooden
ones hold their own against time and the elements.
There are several of native rock engraved by nonprofessionals, but showing great care. Some are of cast cement with the legend impressed thereon. The tallest is
about 4 ft. in height, of granite in a simple clean line
style. (It is where Sarah Jane Polk is buried. She was
the mother of Martin Polk Butte County Surveyor.) The

more recent are of the low, slightly tilted granite now in
vogue.
In 1972, residents of long standing encouraged Mr.
Sorenson to reactivate the "Mount Pleasant Cemetery
Association", with the view of setting forth some rules
and regulations so that the affairs of the cemetery
would run smoothly, and to preclude unpleasant situatuons that might arise.
A group of life-long residents and newer
residents, met at the Sorenson home on
March 5, 1973. The Mount Pleasant
Cemetery Association was once again in
charge of the cemetery. The officers were
as follows: President, Donald Sorenson,
V.
P., Walter Roach, SecretaryTreasurer, Mable Kidwell Eggleston, Sextant, James Kidwell Trustees, William
Bahturst, Charles White and Everett
Miline. Donald Sorenson, Mabel Kidweell
Eggleston, James Kidwell and Wiliam
Bathurst lived in Cohasset prior to 1910.
James Kidwell spent many hours remapping the Cemetery; as through the years
grave locations didn't always match plot
site of the original map. His experience as
a draftsman shows in the clarity of the
new map, now showing 215 graves.
Ira Hume, whose grandparents were the
founders of the cemetery, has donated a
flag pole and flag in memory of his father
Harry Hume, who was city manager of
Chico for 21 years. Harry was born in
Cohasset and is buried in the family plot.
The flag and pole were dedicated on Memorial Day
1976.
The Cohasset Cemetery has many tales of hopes and
dreams, some heartaches and tragedy. Yet it is altogether a pleasant place watched over by oaks and great
pines, and is lovingly cared for by a caring community.
—Audrey Sorenson

