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Blackberries 
in Cohasset 
 
Who would have thought 

that there are three types of 
wild blackberries in Cohas-
set? 

The most common is the 
California blackberry 
(Rubus ursinus). It’s native 
here as well as in the other 
states of western North 
America. This is a wide, 
spreading shrub or vine-
bearing bush with prickly 
branches that can tip layer 
into the ground to spread 
vegetatively. Its white flow-
ers may be distinguished from those 
of other blackberries by their narrow 
petals. The sweet, very aromatic, edi-
ble fruits are dark purple to black and 
up to about an inch in length. Black-
berries need consistent amounts of 
moisture to set large fruit and you’ll 
find the bigger berries in wetter or 
moist sites. As anyone can tell you, 
picking blackberries gives the plant 
an opportunity to provide ample pay-
back for picking its fruits. This is the 
blackberry you’ll mostly see here. It 
is often considered a weed plant and 
great lengths are attempted to get rid 
of it: Usually unsuccessfully!  

Our common blackberry is the 
ancestor to the Boysenberry and the 
Marionberry  

And last but not least the Concow 
tribe calls this plant wan-ko-mil. 

The most common introduced 
species around here is Armenian 
Blackberry or Himalayan Blackberry 
(R. armeniacus). As its name implies, 
it is native to Armenia in west Asia 
and widely naturalized elsewhere. It 

is very similar to our native blackber-
ry. I would suggest that you go to 
Google and compare pictures of each 
of the two species if you think you 
have the Himalayan blackberry. The 
fruits are very similar and so are the 
leaves. One identifying difference is 
that the flowers of this blackberry can 
be pink instead of the white ones on 
our common blackberry. The species 
was introduced to Europe in 1835 
and North America in 1885. It was 
valued for its fruit, similar to that of 
common blackberries but larger and 
sweeter, making it a more attractive 
species for both domestic and com-
mercial fruit production. It quickly 
escaped cultivation and now is a very 
invasive species with birds and other 
animals eating the berries and then 
spreading the seeds. It’s mostly in the 
Northwest, where it is now wide-
spread, but we do have them here.  

There’s one down by our pond 
that I was puzzled about until the 
fruit formed. It doesn’t have the typi-
cal blackberry leaf but the fruit looks 

like our common blackberry. 
It’s the Cutleaf Blackberry 
(Rubus laciniatus) and is 
native to Europe. It’s an 
erect, spreading evergreen 
shrub growing 2 – 6 feet in 
height. Its stems are erect 
when young, but arch to 
touch the ground as they 
grow and root in the soil. 
Stems are heavily ribbed, 
purplish-red and are usually 
prickly or bristly. New stems 
(canes) are produced each 
year and usually die after 
flowering and fruiting in the 
second year. Leaves have 3 
to 5 highly lacerated leaflets. 
The leaves are green to 
greenish-red above and paler 

below and armed with prickles. (Boy 
are they!). The white flowers appear 
from late spring to early summer. 
Flowers are about 1 inch across, 
borne in clusters. The delicious juicy 
blackberries about 1 inch long are 
produced in tight clusters. Plants re-
produce by seed and stems rooting 
when in contact with the soil. The big 
difference between this one and the 
other two is that it’s doesn’t like wet 
soil and likes full sun, so it grows in 
woodland edges, fence rows, and 
clearings.   

                        Report by Bob Tate 



 
 What’s Happening?   

 
I have a Cohassian mountain man friend who likes 

to frequently toast at neighborhood gatherings by rais-
ing his glass and crying out, “it’s all about the love,” 
and then he invariably arranges for a group hug. 

Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not organizing a 
community group hug here, (notwithstanding that the idea might have 
some merit and be fun for many) but as you will discover reading this 
month’s Newsletter, it is very much about the spirit of my local pal’s fa-
vorite party toast. 

This month’s edition is peppered with kudos and stories about how our 
community camaraderie abounds and flourishes when folks join in and 
work together volunteering their time, money, resources and expertise to 
create yet another amazing and authentic fun-filled Cohasset Ridge event 
like this year’s 42nd Annual Cohasset Bazaar and Music Festival. 

For starters, the 42nd Annual Bazaar was once again for the 4th year 
running a financial success, earning a much needed $7,000.00 profit , 
(which represents funding for a major portion of our normal operating 
budget  for the current 2012-13 fiscal year,)  but as well, this year’s effort 
by locals to enhance and enrich the event with a celebration of Cohasset 
ridge history and a coming together of literally dozens of old-timers and a 
lot of newcomers made for an enchanting and pleasant Bazaar experience. 

Quite frankly the names of this year’s Bazaar organizers, volunteers 
and financial donors is so large we can’t possibly list  them all here, much 
less remember everyone who helped out, but we will none-the-less at-
tempt the impossible as this issue unfolds. 

For the many of you whom for one reason or another, but at no fault of 
anyone in particular that so generously donated to this year’s Bazaar, but 
are not acknowledged herein I say to you, “BRAVO,”  

On behalf of the Association and Cohasset environs we salute all the 
good people of our distinctive and unique community that  often times  
perform community service tasks for the rest of us to enjoy without 
thanks. (you know who you are, and don’t for a moment believe that we 
don’t also know who you are :-)  

May all your  horns of plenty be filled with a plethora of bountiful har-
vests from your efforts this last spring and summer, and with luck, fill 
your cellar shelves and freezers with all the vital stores you will need to 
survive another winter on Cohasset Ridge. 

                                                                                 Mike Dufloth - editor 
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Renew your Membership or Join the CCA Today  

Check one:  □Pine $25   □Cedar $50   □Oak $75  □Lifetime $100  

For existing Lifetime Membership sustaining renewals check one: 

 □ Silver $25      □ Gold $50     □ Diamond $100 

Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________ 

Mail  to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973 

Checks payable to CCA or call Janice at 343-1754 

 CCA Home Page 

CCA Building Rental 

Reservations 
The Cohasset Community Cen-
ter is available to rent for pri-
vate functions. The rate is $125 
per day, and $60 for a half-day (5 hours). 

For more information, call 893-1616, email 
info@cohassetcommunity.org, or view the 
CCA rental agreement at: 

http://cohassetcommunity.org.  



 Cohasset Community News 

 
Butte County                 

Supervisor News  
 

by Maureen Kirk, 

Butte County Supervisor, District 3 

 

    
 Fall is here. That means al-
monds, walnuts, rice and yes, 
marijuana harvest will start soon.  
Traditional agriculture is the 
healthiest sector of our economy.  
The marijuana harvest does af-
fect our economy in negative and 

positive ways. As you probably have seen in the news, the referen-
dum against Butte County’s ordinance passed in June. There was 
an attempt to pass a new one which banned all outdoor grows. This 
passed 3/2.  Supervisor Lambert and I dissented. At the next meet-
ing, District Attorney Mike Ramsey clearly stated that he would not 
be able to enforce it. Sheriff Smith said to address the issue he 
would need many more deputies.  After discussion, the BOS rec-
ommended the original recommendation which was to form a task 
force with staff, marijuana “advocates,” and affected neighbors.  
The hope is that the group can come up with a recommendation by 
January. This would have to mitigate and address the odor, safety, 
traffic, dust, and environmental issues, to name a few. 

A couple of weeks ago, I went on a ride-a-long with our desig-
nated Deputy John Carrillo.  We toured marijuana gardens from the 
good, to the bad, to the ugly.  Some gardens are unattended and not 
fenced and bordered by trash and abandoned motor/mobile homes. 
Some were fenced but visible and an invitation for trouble. We saw 
one which is away from neighbors, double fenced, and meticulous-
ly clean. From the air and Google earth, it is easy to observe that 
marijuana is big business in our county. It is hard to believe there 
are so many people who need medical marijuana. 

The SRA fire fee must be paid. The BOS is on record opposing 
the fee. When you pay the fee, you can indicate that you are paying 
under protest. I have no idea how the courts will rule on an impend-
ing lawsuit. You can check the Howard Jarvis’ website for the lat-
est information. 

On another note, remember that you can only burn during a cer-
tain time of the year and that you need a burn permit. You will be 
responsible for suppression costs if you leave a fire and/or are neg-
ligent.  

Finally, please exercise your right to vote. Just imagine if you 
did not have it. 

 
Happy Fall, 
Maureen Kirk 
mkirk@buttecounty.net   ♦  891-2800 

Membership Report 
 

So many community minded folks worked 
really hard to create a fun, entertaining Co-
hasset Bazaar this year & it was wonderful to 
see such a great turnout for the event. Many 
CCA supporters visited the membership 
booth and generously helped to give a big 
boost to our coffers by joining or renewing 
their memberships to the CCA.  Without such 
great active members & supporters the CCA 
could not survive & continue to enrich our 
community experience with a variety of activ-

ities as well as provide an organized voice for 
Cohasset.   

 Thanks to Shirley Feagley, Bob Hursh, 
Charles Benajam, Bob & Mayeve Tate, Den-
ise & Robin Wills, Robert Herhusky, Brandon 
Duntsch, Douglas & Chris Perske, Jim Miller 
& Shelly Mariposa, Gail Peeters, Jerry Field, 
DeDe  & Kevin Sterling, Ken Nalbone, Ron 
Hartt, Ken Cartiledge, Tyson Shafner, Phil 
Harrold, Dody Hood, Dale Fillmore & Jill 
Two-feathers, Tony Babtiste & Beth Spencer, 
Dan Halvog, Keith & Joyce McMorrow, Sally 
Deboth, Les & Barb Orme, David Enns, Ruth 
Gordon, Patrick Tobin & Alice Peake, James 
Brobeck, & Gary Lee for recently joining or 
renewing your memberships to the CCA. 

I also want to thank Mike (our newsletter 
editor) for enlisting community members as 
music supporters & for helping me out in the 
membership booth all day.  

If you have haven’t yet joined or renewed 
your membership for the current year, you 
can still do so by clipping out the membership 
coupon located in this newsletter and return-
ing it along with your contribution to our non-
profit organization.  We appreciate your sup-
port.                                              Report by Jan Lee 



Cohasset Community News 

Building Committee 
Report 

The Building Committee 
made a lot of progress last 
month, thanks to the gener-
ous donations of materials, 
time and expertise by 
Towne Carpet, Kevin Traf-
ficante and Eric Peterson.   
Towne Carpet on 20th 

Street in Chico got the ball rolling by donating 
a beautiful piece of wood-grained linoleum 
for the kitchen.  Kevin stepped up and volun-
teered to install it.  It turned out to be a bigger 
job than he bargained for, as he also had to 
install a new sub-floor.  It looks absolutely 
wonderful and we really appreciate his hard 
work and Towne Carpet's donation. 

Eric Peterson volunteered for a big job as 
well this month.  He milled and installed the 
new threshold for the fire doors at the back of 
the building.  It also involved dealing with rot 
under the old threshold and a tipped cement 
walkway that was channeling rainwater 
against the building.  He dealt with all the is-
sues admirably and we thank him for all his 
help and expertise.  

Report by Susana Malcolm 

 

 

Christmas 
Children's 

Store 
     The Cohasset 4-H is 
pleased to be able to 
sponsor the Cohasset 
Children's Christmas 
Store again this year.  All 

young people are invited to shop for gently 
used donated items at a very reasonable price 
that will be wrapped and tagged for them by 
the Cohasset 4H members. We don't have a 
date yet, but it will be in early December .The 
4-H group will be collecting donations during 
the upcoming months.  We could use toys, 
house wares, jewelry, gift bags, and boxes, 
gift tags and ???? No used clothes, please.  
Call Susana at 893-0109 if you have some-
thing to donate. 

Report by Susana Malcolm 

Used Book Sale 
and 

Chili & Cornbread 
Luncheon 

Sunday November 11th 
11 am to 3pm 

     
     Come join us for the annual 
Used Book Sale on Sunday, No-
vember 11th, from 11am to 3pm.  
This year we are adding a Chili and 
Cornbread Luncheon for your added 
enjoyment.   
    Chili and cornbread are just the 
hearty meal that you need on a cold 
November day.   
     And who can pass up a good 

used book sale.  All books priced to go. 
If you have used books that you would like to get rid of 

(Donate!) call: Linda: 891-8337. 
I’ll see you there with a good book and a delicious bowl of Co-

hasset Chili. 
 

                                                          Report by Linda Hartsong 

4-H Pizza Fundraiser 
at Mountain Mike's 

Tuesday, October 9th 6 p.m.-9p.m. 
1722 N. Mangrove Ave. 

 

     Cohasset 4-H is announcing our new spon-
sor, Mountain Mike's Pizza.  They are hosting 
a fundraiser for our group on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 9th.  They will be 
donating 15% of their 
proceeds to our 4-H 
club.  We will also be 
having a bake sale at 
their restaurant.  
     This is a new event 
for Mountain Mike's 
and we would love to 
pack the house in appreciation.  Put the date 
on the calendar and we'll see you there. 
                                         

 

  Report by Susana Malcolm 



Cohasset Community News 

3rd Annual  
Women’s Gathering 

 
The 3rd Annual Women's Gather-

ing was a perfect day filled with great 
food, corn husk doll making, trading 
clothes and a storytelling healing cir-
cle. This year’s gathering was held on 
the Autumnal Equinox, Sept. 22nd.  

Thank you to Ruth Gordon for 
bringing in the four directions in a 
heartfelt ceremony using Native 
American traditions. A spiral mandala 
was made from sawdust coming to a 
circle in the middle, crossed to repre-
sent the four directions. Thank you to 
all who gave their hearts to this very 
special event. See you next year! 

 If you have ideas for our next 
year’s event, please contact Elizabeth 
or Ruth  345-4769.                                                                                          

               Report by Elizabeth Davison 

Children’s Halloween Day Carnival 
Saturday, October 27th,  12-3 pm 

Calling all Young Ghosts and Ghouls of Cohasset! 
 
This year the Halloween Car-

nival will be Saturday, October 
27th, at the Cohasset Community 
Association Building from 12 
noon to 3 pm. This has been a 
great success for many years. We 
could never have done it without 
all our generous friends and 
neighbors, and I’m hoping for 
your continued support this year. 

We will need plenty of cakes 
for the popular cakewalk, and 
cupcakes for the cupcake decorat-
ing table. The children really enjoy the coin hunt every year, so any spare 
change would be greatly appreciated, even pennies.  Help with decora-

tions, vending, the crafts table and other 
games is also needed. Of course candy is 
needed for the "Trunk or Treats" vehicles.  
Our "Trunk or Treats"—also known as Hal-
loween Tailgating—is the alternative to Trick 
or Treating.  This provides a safe and fun 
place for our little ones to trick-or-treat on the 
hill. We are hopeful for more adult participa-
tion this year, as most of our children cannot 
travel to Chico for Halloween events.  It is fun 
for all ages!  So come on over with your Hal-
loween-decorated vehicles, dress in costume, 
hand out candy to all the little ghosts and gob-
lins that dare to be scared! Help make this an-
other thrilling event! Linda Hartsong will be 

selling hot dogs, soft drinks and nachos.  
Miss Alice’s band, The Alice Peake Experience, will be providing the 

music again this year. The 
band specializes in school car-
nivals and has been doing mu-
sic for the Cohasset Hallow-
een Carnival for 8 years. Chil-
dren of all ages can boogie 
with her band and do some 
real monster mashing. As usu-
al, costumes will be judged for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd places. 

If you can help with any of 
these items, please call Linda 
Forrester at 899-2763.  

  
 Report by Linda Forrester and Alice Peake 



2012 Cohasset Bazaar & Music Festival Recap 

It Takes a Village ... 
How it Came Together 

& Kudos 
The planning of the bazaar began in 

early June.  Each person who volun-
teered to head-up a part of the bazaar 
had worked on it before and knew what 
they needed to do and were able to work 
independently.   

Alice took her job and ran with it.  In 
a very short time she had put together a 
list of entertainers, a 
soundman and a 
poster.  She emailed 
all the musicians 
with a detailed list 
of instructions and 
kept them updated. 
Rhonda helped us 
tart up the poster 
and DeDe and Gary 
Allen got them 
around town. 

Clancy and Su-
sana contacted 
KCHO, KZFR, 
KIXE and the two 
newspapers for 
PSAs.  

Amy organized 
the bake goods, the 
Fire Dept. did the 
grill, Ruth did the 
Natural Foods, De-
De did the gate, and 
Linda F. did the 
Kids’ Stuff.  Dan 
and Brad made 
some awesome 
games for the kids, 
and Aurora orga-
nized the vendors.  
Elizabeth and Bob 
worked their butts 
off setting up the 
Historical display 
and the path of his-

tory. Lara organized the Parade, 
and Mayeve handled the money. 
    The week before the bazaar lots 
of people showed up to clean the 
yard and help set up. Clancy, Linda 
H. and Susana put up the fencing. 
Linda and Liz bought most of the 
food. Janice, Denise, Mayeve, 
Kenny, Clancy and Susana set up 
on the day before, along with the 
booth chair people.  DeDe spent 
the day decorating the gates. 
    The day of the Bazaar everyone 
busted their butts.  Clancy got 
great pictures. The next day Janice, 
Tony, Clancy and Susana got it 

mostly cleaned up. 
    A big thank you 
goes to Jennifer 
Arbuckle and 
Northern Recycling 
& Waste Services 
for providing two 
dumpsters, plastic 
bags and bag 
stands. 
    Also, thanks to 
the cashiers, Joyce 
McMorrow and 
Cheryl Shinn. They 
are counted upon 
(no pun intended) 
to be a part of the 
team each year. 
Working with them 
always makes for a 
fun day.          

    The Historical 
Society would like 
to thank Alice 
Clements for her 
displays of Civil 
war era Clothes 
along with the 
Keefer Bible and 
the pictures of our 
Cohasset past. It 
made a fine display 
in the Community 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  7pm Cohasset 

4-H Meeting 

2 

 

3 4   5 6   

7  

10:30am Church 

Service  

 

 

8 

Columbus Day 

 

9  6pm-9pm 

4-H Fundraiser 

Mountain 

Mike’s Pizza 

10   12pm-2pm 

Commodities 

Distribution  

7pm Cohasset 

Brew Club 

11   

6:30pm CCA  

Board Mtg 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

10:30am 

Church Service 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18    19 

 

20   

 

21   10:30am 

Church Service 

 

22 23 24 

 

25 

 

 

26 27   12pm-3pm 

Children’s  

Halloween  

Carnival 

28   10:30am 

Church Service 

 

29 

 

30 31    
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October 2012 

Center. Crystal Smith sold wonderfully tasty root beer floats and had a photo/portraits draw-
ing booth with a western theme.  

The pony express trail was a big hit with the kids and adults. Many parents received let-
ters from their kids, and the pictures of old Cohasset on the trail were a nice touch. Thank 
you to Helen Haberman, Crystal and Lance Smith and Bob Hursh for help with putting the 
trail together. The Kids’ Crafts put on by Linda Forrester was really cool with a golf putting 
game and Bob Tate’s Putt Putt engine was really neat. The horseshoe tournament put on by 
Corey Emerson was a great success. Thank you also to Donna and Lance Smith for help 
with the garbage round up at the end of the 
Bazaar. Super fun—let's do it all again next 
year! 

 

Report by  

Susana,  

Elizabeth,  

& Mayeve  

 

2012 

Bazaar Photos 

by Clancy 

 

November Highlights: 

Nov. 11th: Used Book Sale and 
Chili & Cornbread Luncheon 

Nov. 17th: Turkey Bingo! 



Presort Standard 

US Postage Paid 

Permit #187 

Chico, CA  95926 

BOXHOLDER 

COHASSET STAGE RD 

COHASSET, CA  95973 

Newsletter 
 

Cohasset Community Association  

11 Maple Creek Ranch Road  

Cohasset, CA 95973 

TURKEY BINGO! 

Friday, Nov. 17th.  
Card sales start at 6:30 PM  

 Come on down to the Cohasset 
Community Center to try your 
chance at winning a turkey for 
your Thanksgiving Dinner by 
playing CCA BINGO.  Bingo 

players will have the option of 
taking the cash or a turkey for 

winning Bingo cards. A total of 8 regular games will 
be played; if there are any remaining turkeys after 
game 8, there will be another fun chance to win 

with a drawing. 

 Bingo packages are $15, which includes a set 
of six (6) bingo cards for each of the 8 games. The 
final game of the night will be 'Split the Pot,' which 
is an optional entry after the regular Bingo rounds 

conclude. 

Gobble, Gobble! 

Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed while Bingo 
games are in session.  

All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset Com-
munity Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  

The Back Page 

To place an ad in the Cohasset Newsletter: 
E-mail ad copy and instructions to mayeve@att.net.  Payment 
must be received by the 2nd Friday of the month for the follow-
ing month’s inclusion.  Checks may be made out to the CCA 
and sent to 11 Maple Creek Ranch Rd, Cohasset, CA 95973. 

Prices for CCA newsletter advertisements: 
Business card size $25 1/2 page  $75 
1/4 page  $40 Full page $150 

Attention Cohasset Residents 
Enjoy 

High Speed Internet Today!    
 
 
 

Emails, pictures, videos download in a flash with our DSL service.  
No more cleaning out the closet while you wait for emails to download.  

 

Free DSL modem. Call today at 898-9123, or 
visit us at AccessNow.com 

 


