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Quaking
Aspen
The Quaking Aspen
is a tree native to cooler
areas of North America,
more commonly found
in Canada and Alaska.
It’s the most widely
distributed species in
North America as far
south as the mountains
of central Mexico. It
does grow in our area,
although usually at a
higher elevation. It cannot survive in the warmer lower elevations.
It’s called quaking
aspen or trembling aspen because its leaf
stalks (petioles) are both
flexible and flattened.
During the slightest breeze its leaves
move something like a person shaking her head side to side. The trees
have tall trunks, up to 80 feet tall,
usually less than 2 feet in diameter
with smooth pale greenish-white
bark, scarred with black. They are
fast growers. The glossy green leaves
are duller on their undersides and
turn golden to yellow, sometimes red,
in autumn. The species often propagates through its roots to form large
groves. These groves are common in
Lassen and Modoc Counties where
the elevation is 5,000 feet or higher
and are beautiful to see in the fall.
What is really fascinating about
the Quaking Aspen is that it propagates itself primarily through root
sprouts into colonies. Each colony is
its own clone (much like identical
twins), and all trees in the clone have

identical characteristics and share a
single root structure. A clone may
turn color earlier or later in the fall
than its neighboring aspen clones. All
trees in the same colony are considered part of the same organism.
Aspens do produce seeds, but seldom grow from them. Pollination is
inhibited by the fact that aspens are
either male or female, and large
stands are usually all clones of the
same sex. Even if pollinated, the
small seeds (three million per pound)
are only viable a short time as they
lack a stored food source or a protective coating.
Beginning in 1996, individual
North American scientists noticed an
increase in dead or dying aspen trees.
As this accelerated in 2004, word
spread and a debate over causes began. No insect, disease, or environ-
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mental condition is yet
specifically identified
as a joint cause. Trees
adjacent to one another
are often stricken or
not. In other instances
entire groves have died.
Quaking Aspens aren’t
in serious trouble but
the size of their range is
smaller than it was in
the past due to several
reasons. One which
interests me is the possible deterrent to aspen
regeneration
from
widespread
wildfire
suppression, especially
here in the west. Aspens are vigorous resprouters, and even
though the aboveground portion of the
tree may die in a wildfire, the roots, which
are often protected from lethal temperatures during a fire, will sprout
new trees soon after a fire. Disturbances such as fires seem to be a necessary ecological event in order for
aspens to compete with conifers,
which tend to replace aspen over
long, disturbance-free intervals. Since
all trees in a colony are the same organism and share the same root system, something that hits one could
eventually kill all of the trees, since
they probably share the same vulnerability.
Native Americans and early settlers of the west used the bark as a
quinine substitute.

Report by Bob Tate
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CCA Building Rental
Reservations
The Cohasset Community Center is available to rent for private functions. The rate is $125
per day, and $60 for a half-day (5 hours).
For more information, call 893-1616, email
info@cohassetcommunity.org, or view the
CCA rental agreement at:

http://cohassetcommunity.org.

What’s Happening?
Who would have imagined that the end of
2012 and the welcoming of 2013 on Cohasset
ridge would be all about BINGO? I didn't, and I'm
supposed to have a clue about what's happening
up here on our majestic dead-end road leading to
the Ishi Wilderness.
Cohasset Community Association Bingo was
the brainchild of board member Daniel Botsford, who applied for and procured a difficult and challenging license to obtain for the CCA. Soon after
he researched and bought the equipment, learned how to use it, boned up
on the etiquette, and eventually organized and called out numbers for
those first bingo nights not so very long ago.
Since then CCA bingo has been a mainstay combining both savvy
community fundraising with entertaining and fun social gatherings. No
question a good time is had by all those who regularly attend what is now
surprisingly an almost monthly CCA affair.
It's a veritable smörgåsbord of bingo balls, sweet-smelling daubers,
lucky charms and the customary bingo call and responses. B4 - "on the
floor;" I3- "dearie me, one little flea;" N11- "skinny legs, chicken legs;"
G16 - "sweet sixteen, never been kissed;" O21 - "if only I was."
Can you believe this? There's Turkey Bingo, Jackpot Bingo, and
Comfort Food Bingo. That's just between now and the end of January.
Who knew? Bingo's the bomb in the boonies!
Life is so uncertain, isn’t it? One day you’re dancing to Janis Joplin at
the Fillmore and the next, before you know it, you’re playing bingo on
Saturday night with neighbors in the foothills. I trust that’s why it’s so
important to count your blessings while you can and as you go along.
So in the spirit of the counting and the season I’d like to take this opportunity to say “thanks.” Special kudos for those pioneer board members
of the past and thanks to the recent decade of board members too. Thanks
to all the volunteers and donors, who over the CCA’s 40 plus years have
kept this little community inching forward. I suspect as our world changes and local environs morph, it is the extraordinary combination of all us,
past, present and future, that is still the heart and soul of our community,
and maybe that collective force is what defines us now.
Thanks for a peaceful, happy holiday season and a prosperous new
year to all of you who proudly refer to yourselves as Cohassians.
Mike Dufloth - Editor

Renew your Membership or Join the CCA Today
Check one: □Pine $25 □Cedar $50 □Oak $75 □Lifetime $100
For existing Lifetime Membership sustaining renewals check one:
□ Silver $25 □ Gold $50 □ Diamond $100
Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________
Address:__________________________________________________
Mail to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973
Checks payable to CCA or call Janice at 343-1754

Cohasset Community News
Halloween Carnival
Spookily Successful
Hey now everyone! I'd like to take this
opportunity to thank all participants, volunteers and donors to this year's Halloween carnival. I do believe this may have been our
biggest and best Halloween Jam yet.
Susana counted over 50 costumed characters in attendance. Again the Alice Peake Experience provided a delightful, musical environment that young and
old look forward to every year. Thanks to the band for lending us
their talent and Saturday afternoon. You guys "rock" the cakewalk!
Speaking of cakewalk, we had over 20 cakes available for the
cakewalk. Many kids took home a tasty homemade treat. Thanks to
all the bakers, and to Elaine and Richard Baker, who purchased all
the materials for the cupcake decorating table.
Another generous donation this year came from Bob Eicher.
Bob served as principal at Cohasset School from 1966 to 1971. He
remains a member of our Association today. After reading our
newsletter, Bob wondered if we would be interested in a few pumpkins for our event. The next weekend, Bob arrived with a trailer
filled with over 60 pumpkins, including some very unusual and
very large ones to decorate our stage. Consequently, everyone, including the band, left with a pumpkin. Thanks, Bob Eicher, Ken
Ball and Foxtail Farms for their generosity.
Bryan Hanson saved coins all year for our popular coin hunt.
There was over $100 in the sawdust. Thank you, Bryan!
Other monetary donors I include on the thank you list are the
Galloways, Karen Starkey, Denise Wells, Chris, Larry and Dave
Sweringen.
Linda Hartsong kept the hot dogs and nachos coming. The mule
was very popular with our trunk 'n' treaters.
Finally, all helpers for decorating and clean up! I couldn't do it
without you. Especially my husband, Brad, who exercises tremendous patience with my "pet" projects and all the boxes that go with
them.
Happy holidays everyone. See you next year.
Report by Linda Forrester
See page 6 for photos from the Halloween Carnival

Butte County
Supervisor News
Maureen Kirk wishes all Cohassians a Happy
Holiday Season and will return in 2013.
mkirk@buttecounty.net ♦ 891-2800

Membership Report: The
Importance of Lifetime
Sustaining Membership

We want to put a special shout out to all of
our lifetime members who might consider
becoming lifetime sustaining members. If you
joined at the lifetime level many years ago,
you were among the CCA’s greatest
supporters and the organization really
benefited from your community-minded
generosity.
The revenue that was then so vital to our
survival, dwindled down to a trickle since
lifetime membership made the $100 gift a
final gift.
Many community members who had been
lifetime members signed up to become sustaining members when we reorganized our
membership levels a few years ago. Lifetime
sustaining memberships have been a hugely
successful boost to our treasury because they
have given the opportunity for lifetimers to
once again contribute with an annual donation.
If you still recognize the value of having
an organization like the CCA active and alive
in our community, please consider stepping
up for us again and upping your membership
to a sustaining level.
Thank you to everyone who has responded
to our recent membership letter drive. Your
response has been great and we really appreciate your strong support. It helps the CCA to
continue the work it does for the community
as well as keep our building and grounds
maintained
Report by Jan Lee

Cohasset Community News
Broom Eradication
Workshop
"Doom the
Broom"
Susana
Malcolm and Germain
Boivin will be presenting a workshop on Saturday,
January 12, at 1:00
p.m. at the CCA
building, on the
eradication
of
Broom Plants and
other invasive species. Germain was recently
a presenter at a workshop put on by the Paradise Fire Safe Council that featured a PowerPoint presentation put together by the UC Davis University Extension, his presentation on
fire-safe native alternatives to broom, and
hands-on practice at eradicating broom plants.
"Why eliminate broom?" one might ask,
"The yellow flowers are so cheery in the
spring." It is an invasive species that is toxic
to native and domestic animals, it is extremely
flammable and it takes over huge areas. It
chokes out native plant species that deer and
other animals depend on, sending them over
to your rose garden or other problematic places.
We were given permission to use the PowerPoint by UC Davis for our presentation. It
explains how broom plants grow and the most
effective ways of controlling them. It also includes information on blackberries and star
thistle. Germain will show many native plants
that can be used to replace the broom plants or
to provide a ground cover that will inhibit the
broom seeds from sprouting. We will also
demonstrate techniques for using the weed
wrenches, clippers, and spray to eradicate the
broom. We have many handouts and brochures for you to take home.
The CCA has weed wrenches available
for loan to Cohasset residents, and the county
has a program to help low-income elderly or
disabled persons with their broom problems.
Please call Susana at 893-0109 for more information.
Report by Susana Malcolm

Emergency
Preparation
Winter Storms
are Coming
Dear Fellow Cohassians,
Well, we are that time of the
year again when we are trying to
get our clean-up yard burning
going and preparing for winter.
My main focus will be on preparing for winter. I am sure you
have already heard of the devastation Hurricane Sandy brought to
the East Coast, followed by the Nor’easter one week later. It has
been nearly five years since we were hammered by the January ’08
storm that came through the North State with 80 mph winds, snow
and power outages for nearly ten days.
My son’s fiancé’s parents live in Long Island on South Shore.
The total devastation is unbelievable. Nearly two weeks into it,
several million are still without power, millions are without water
and people are scavenging through dumpsters for food. Even those
with generators are not able to use them because they have run out
of gas. Temperatures are in the low 30’s, and there is not enough
housing to provide adequate shelter. Everyone there had a week to
prepare and no one expected the tragedy that ensued.
I have said all that to say that we need to always be prepared
for any eventuality. Who would have expected the worst Hurricane to be followed by a severe winter storm? Many were prepared for three days without help. Not very many were prepared
for two + weeks without help. We need to realize that we are undergoing climate change, regardless of what different folks contribute it to. The three days preparation is not enough and FEMA
is actually now recommending at least seven days. I want to recommend 10-14 days worth of food. We all have wells and most
have a generator, or a neighbor does. We are a close community
and are willing to help each other out. However, we have an obligation to start with taking care of our own families. I strongly recommend just buying one
or two extra cans of food
or a package of rice or
pasta every time you go
to the store. Before you
know it, you have an extra week or two of food
on hand.
Take care, be safe and
I will write to you again
soon.
Report by Maggie Krehbiel,
Chairperson, CCA-EPC

Cohasset Community News
Christmas Children's Store
Sunday, December 2nd, 12-4 pm
The Cohasset 4H is pleased to be able
to once again provide a treasured Cohasset tradition, the Children's Christmas
store. Started by the Cohasset School Parent Club many years ago, this store offers
Cohasset children the opportunity to do
their Christmas shopping for family and
friends here on the hill. This year's store
will be open on Sunday, December 2, at
the CCA building from noon to 4 p.m.
All young people are invited to shop
for gently used donated items at a very
reasonable price that will be wrapped and
tagged for them by the Cohasset 4H members. Children should arrive with a list of
family and friends for whom they are planning to buy a gift. A 4H member will escort them through the store and help them choose their gifts.
The members will wrap and tag the gifts before they leave. Most gifts will
cost $.25 - $1.00. Parents are asked to wait outside. Hot drinks will be
available as they wait.
The 4H group will be collecting donations this month. We could use
toys, gift bags, and
small boxes. No used
clothes, please. Also
we could use volunteer
gift wrappers. Call Susana at 893-0109 if you
have something to donate or would like to
help wrap gifts.

Report by Susana Malcolm

Cohasset Ride Boards
Ride with your neighbors, save gas money,
enjoy company on your ride! Here are two ride
boards online to check out and sign up to offer a
ride or find a ride. The more people who sign up
from Cohasset, the better the chance to match up
carpooling.
 zimride.com
 chico.craigslist.org/rid/
Report by Christine Myers

4-H
Report
The Cohasset
4-H club has gotten off to a good
start this year.
We elected our new officers at our
October meeting. President is Ethan
Emerson, Vice President is Ryan
Duelan, Secretary is Claire Emerson,
Treasurer is Brent McDonald, and
Historian is Camille Jensen. Many of
them attended a countywide officertraining meeting and came back with
many good ideas. They are all doing
an excellent job.
Our projects are off to a good start.
The Arts and Crafts Project participated in the Chico Pastels in the Plaza
event and made scarecrows to decorate the Halloween Carnival. The
Cooking Project has met twice and
made mini pizzas and apple crisp.
Drama, Swine and Hiking are getting
underway this month.
Thank you to all the people who
supported our fundraiser at Mountain
Mike's Pizza on Oct. 9th. The money
goes to support our ongoing projects,
our fun night booth and scholarships
to help some of our members with the
county dues. We are committed to
giving all Cohasset children the
chance to join.
Our next big event is the Children's Christmas Store on Dec.2, noon
to 4p.m. at the CCA building. All Cohasset youth are invited to come and
buy gently used donated gifts for family and friends at extremely reasonable prices. Parent will be treated to
hot drinks and snacks while they wait
for their shoppers.
If you would like to enroll your
children for this program year, please
contact Susana, 893-0109, or Midge,
343-7332, before the end of November.
Report by Susana Malcolm.

Cohasset Community Photos
Cohasset Wildlife Cam Shots
Caught by the Botsford’s wildlife cam (with flash) behind
their property was this large Black Bear known to frequent the
Deer Migratory Path along the west side of Cohasset Ridge..
If you’ve got a wildlife cam set up and would like to submit
your candid photos for possible inclusion in our upcoming
February Newsletter, please email digital copies and details to
any board member before January 10th.

2012 Cohasset Halloween Carnival

December/January Events Calendar
Jackpot Bingo!
Dec. 29th

Comfort Food Bingo
Jan. 26, 2013

The last CCA Bingo event for
2012 will be held on Saturday,
December 29, 2012 – the theme is
JACKPOT BINGO! Six of the
regular games will include a cash prize plus a chance to spin
the PRIZE WHEEL, and two of the games will have a larger
JACKPOT cash prize! Bring a friend, because the more
players there are, the greater the payouts!
If you would like a bite to eat before the fun starts, there
will be Pizza and Salad available starting at 6:30 pm. Games
begin at 7 pm.
Bingo packages are $15, which includes 6 (six) bingo
cards for each of the 8 games. The final game of the night
will be 'Split the Pot,’ which is an optional entry after the
regular Bingo rounds conclude. For more information, contact Daniel Botsford at 893-1616.
Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed while
Bingo games are in session.
All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset Community Association, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Report by Daniel Botsford

Sun

Mon

Tue

Escape the wintertime cold and
come down to the Cohasset Community Center for an evening of
good food and fun playing BINGO
on Saturday, January 26, 2013.
Starting at 5:30 pm and lasting until 7 pm, enjoy a
Comfort Food Dinner of either a Beef or Vegetarian
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables and Dessert.
Then, to keep you from dozing off after a filling
meal, your adrenaline will kick in when CCA BINGO
starts at 7 pm! Bingo packages are $15, which includes
6 (six) bingo cards for each of the 8 games. The final
game of the night will be 'Split the Pot,' which is an optional entry after the regular Bingo rounds conclude. For
more information, contact Daniel Botsford at 893-1616.
Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed
while Bingo games are in session.
All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset
Community Association, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Reports by Daniel Botsford
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2 12pm-4pm
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3
7pm
Cohasset
4-H Meeting

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12 12pm-2pm
Commodities
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Christmas
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29 7pm-10pm
JACKPOT
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30
10:30am
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January 2013 Highlights:
31
New Year’s
Eve

Current Calendar at: www.CohassetCommunity.org

Jan. 26th: Comfort Food and Bingo!
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TURKEY
BINGO!
Saturday, Nov. 17th.
Card sales start at 6:30 PM
Come on down to the Cohasset Community
Center to try your chance at winning a turkey for
your Thanksgiving Dinner by playing CCA BINGO.
Bingo players will have the option of taking the
cash or a turkey for winning Bingo cards. A total of
8 regular games will be played; if there are any
remaining turkeys after game 8, there will be another fun chance to win with a drawing.
Bingo packages are $15, which includes a set
of six (6) bingo cards for each of the 8 games. The
final game of the night will be 'Split the Pot,' which
is an optional entry after the regular Bingo rounds
conclude.

Gobble, Gobble!
Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed while Bingo
games are in session.
All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset Community Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Attention Cohasset Residents
Enjoy
High Speed Internet Today!
Emails, pictures, videos download in a flash with our DSL service.
No more cleaning out the closet while you wait for emails to download.

Free DSL modem. Call today at 898-9123, or
visit us at AccessNow.com

To place an ad in the Cohasset Newsletter:
E-mail ad copy and instructions to mayeve@att.net. Payment
must be received by the 2nd Friday of the month for the following month’s inclusion. Checks may be made out to the CCA
and sent to 11 Maple Creek Ranch Rd, Cohasset, CA 95973.
Prices for CCA newsletter advertisements:
Business card size
$25
1/2 page
$75
1/4 page
$40
Full page
$150

