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Those
Amazing Owls
I have always admired and
been fascinated by owls because they’re superior predators
and great mouse and rodentcatchers. We are going to see in
this series of articles other attributes that make them amazing animals, not birds, mind
you, but owls.
Did you know there are
about 200 species of owls?
Most are loners and are active
only at night. Owls hunt (and
eat) mostly small mammals,
insects, and small birds, although there a few species that
specialize in hunting fish. They
are found in all regions of the
Earth except Antarctica, most
of Greenland and some remote
islands. Even Hawaii has its
own native Short-Eared owl
called Pueo, and the Barn Owl
introduced in the late 1950s.
Though owls are typically loners, I’ll bet you didn’t know what a
group of them is called: a parliament,
not a flock.
We all know owls have large forward-facing eyes and unbelievable
hearing; but they also have an usually
conspicuous circle of feathers, called
a facial disc, around each eye. The
feathers making up this disc can be
adjusted in order to sharply focus
sounds that come from varying distances onto the owls' asymmetrically
placed ear cavities. Most birds of
prey (hawks etc.) have eyes on the
sides of their heads. The owl's forward-facing eyes permit a greater
sense of depth perception, which is a
must for low-light hunting. Although
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owls have binocular vision, just like
us, their large eyes are fixed in their
sockets. That's why an owl turns its

head as it follows you from its perch.
It must turn its entire head to change
views. Have you ever wondered why
an owl can rotate its head so far
around behind its neck (as much as
135 degrees in either direction)?
They have 7 more neck vertebrae
than our 7. These extra vertebrae
make their necks more flexible. Owls
can see distant objects incredibly
well, especially in low light, but they
are farsighted, and can't see clearly
anything within an inch or so in front
of their eyes. They "feel" what they
catch with the use of "feathers" on
their beaks and feet that act as feelers.
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Owls have a great range in size
and weight. The smallest owl, weighing 1 oz and measuring some 5 inches, is the Elf Owl. The largest
owl by length is the Great Grey
Owl, which measures around 28
inches on average. Both are
found in North America. However, the heaviest (and largestwinged) owls are the Eurasian
Eagle-Owl and Blakiston's Fish
Owl. These two species, which
are on average about 1 inch
shorter in length than the Great
Grey, can both attain a wingspan
of nearly 7 ft and a weight of 10
lb in the largest females. Yes,
female owls are usually larger
than the males.
Different species of owls make
different sounds; this wide range
of calls aids owls in finding mates or announcing their presence
to potential competitors, and also
aids ornithologists and birders in
locating these birds and recognizing species. As noted above,
the facial disc helps owls to funnel the sound of prey to their
ears. In many species, these discs are
placed asymmetrically, for better directional location. The plumage of
owls is generally muddled and camouflaged, but many species have
highly distinctive facial and head
markings, including face masks, ear
tufts and brightly colored irises.
While we don't know for certain,
these markings are generally more
common in species inhabiting open
habitats, and are thought to be used in
signaling other owls in low light conditions.

Report by Bob Tate
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CCA Building Rental
Reservations
The Cohasset Community Center is available to rent for private functions. The rate is $125
per day, and $60 for a half-day (5 hours).
For more information, call 893-1616, email
info@cohassetcommunity.org, or view the
CCA rental agreement at:

http://cohassetcommunity.org.

What’s Happening?
It's true the dogwoods have yet to bloom,
so according to reliable old-timers it's likely
we’ll have another snowfall or two before
summer, but there's no question the smell of
rebirth is wafting across Cohasset Ridge this
glorious spring of 2013.
While the daffodils and tulips are poking
through the recently frozen tundra and little
specks of green are beginning to appear
where perennials that remained dormant all
winter are waking up to the much anticipated morning sunshine, so are Cohasset environs beginning to stir.
The annual clean-up of debris left behind
from winter storms begins, and projects we
were forced to put aside in the fall are once
again resurrected. As soon as our outdoor
dining areas are cleared and we’ve enjoyed that first cup of coffee basking
in the spring morning sunlight, there’s no denying a renewed sense of
hope and progress.
This year the hope and growth brought on by spring is no more apparent than it is down at our Community Association building where countless winter meetings and think-tanks were held huddling up under winter’s blanket of cold. The springtime result is the germination of renewed
community spirit and considerable progress.
Grant proposals for a new community kitchen remodel have been submitted, and plans for a redesign of both the interior and exterior of the
community center are in play, plus a much needed new fence design has
been approved and the hunt for labor and materials has begun. As well, a
move toward joining the 21st century and becoming a more green organization begins with the purchase approval of a new laptop to protect and
secure our non-profit status data and a projector for eliminating paper
waste.
Perhaps the most inspiring rebirth this spring is the rekindling of a copasetic and fruitful relationship between the Community Association and
Cohasset Volunteer Fire Company 21.
Progress, growth, rebirth and renewed community camaraderie: I’m
not sure it gets any better than this.
Mike Dufloth - Editor

Renew your Membership or Join the CCA Today
Check one: □Pine $25 □Cedar $50 □Oak $75 □Lifetime $100
For existing Lifetime Membership sustaining renewals check one:
□ Silver $25 □ Gold $50 □ Diamond $100
Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________
Address:__________________________________________________
Mail to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973
Checks payable to CCA or call Janice at 343-1754

Cohasset Community News
Butte County
Supervisor News
It is nice to be back in the
newsletter. It will seem like déjà
vu when I discuss current issues.
We passed another marijuana
cultivation ordinance. It was the
work of a citizens committee and
county staff. It is far from perfect.
As I stated before, the ideal scenario would be for the state to
adopt universal guidelines. It is
just plain silly that every city and
county has to craft an ordinance.
The ordinance will be addressed as a civil matter. The smaller
parcels of one half acre or less must grow indoors in a 120 sq ft
structure (or less). There are gradual allowances for increasing
numbers of plants as the parcels increase in size. There are setback
and fencing requirements and there must be script for every plant
grown. Penalties would be enforced by code enforcement. There is
a requirement to have a dwelling unit on the parcel and there is also
a one-year residency requirement. These grows are also subject to
existing environmental restrictions – water cannot be siphoned
from a creek, grading permits are required and pesticides are limited. The criminal penalties still apply for other issues – guns and
crime and excess numbers of plants. The marijuana ordinance will
be reviewed in one year and changes will be made, if necessary.
We also introduced a Noise Ordinance which is part of our General Plan. For the most part, noise is not an issue except for some
generators, dogs, and “racetracks.” This ordinance has decibel
guidelines and will be enforced by code enforcement with the option of outside experts. This should be called the Good Neighbor
Ordinance. It is a shame that courtesy is not universal.
The county continues to monitor all of the plans coming out of
Sacramento regarding water. There is the Bay Delta Plan, the issue
of the peripheral canals, and the Bay Delta Conservation Plan
among many. We have made our voice heard loud and clear that we
are the area of origin for the water in the Oroville Dam (State Water Project) and that the Sacramento River is also vital to the North
State. We will not tolerate the use of our water to be supplemented
by drilling for groundwater. We do not have enough knowledge of
our groundwater basin, and it should not be compromised.
On the home front, our son is still in the Navy and working at
Crane, Indiana. He enjoys the work and the area, except for the
winter cold. His base is 4500 civilian and only about 50 military, so
it is quite different from his other jobs in the Navy. It is primarily a
research base and also, it does disposal of old weapons.
Enjoy the Spring!
Maureen Kirk
mkirk@buttecounty.net ♦ 891-2800

CCA Membership Report
We all look forward to getting our
community newsletter. Maybe it is oldfashioned, but it's
always fun to get
the news from the
hill. Thanks to all of
you CCA members
who make the newsletter possible. Without your continued monetary support, we wouldn't be able to carry on
this cool tradition of printing a newsletter.
A huge thank you goes out to these wonderful community-minded members who responded to our membership letter campaign
in the last few months:
James & Jeanne Dohn, Brian Haley,
Bruce Fox, Alice Clements, Randy Robb,
Gloria Schultz, Jion Lingemann, Bob
Kostello, Doris MiClintockn, Cindy
Howard, Frank Batham, Nette Martinez,
Lloyd & Olivia Yarbrough, Gene Davis,
Byron & Sue Libby, Mr.& Mrs. Stephen
Coffman, Gene Davis, Laura & Zeb
Puterbaugh, Viinetta Johnson, Kenneth
Ormiston, Camille & John Stutz, Bruce &
Penny Gollaway, Travis Lilch, Karen
Starkey, James & Connie January, James
& Jeanne Dohn, Jerry Calbert, Charles
Hillhouse, Paula Shapiro, Linda Bradley,
Gail Compton, Larry & Bev Chandler,
Dorothy Charlton, Kristina Allen, John
Joice, Will & Marilyn Colson, Robert
Eicher, & John & Joyce Forberg.
This generous response of support greatly
helps our organization to stay afloat and continue all that it does to better our community
and also gives inspiration to all the many volunteers who work so hard to keep the CCA
alive and thriving.
If you haven't yet joined or renewed your
membership for the current year, you can still
do so by clipping out the membership coupon
located in this newletter and returning it along
with your contribution to our nonprofit CCA.
Our next membership event will be our annual membership breakfast in June. Hope to see
Report by Janice Lee
you there!

Cohasset Community News
CCA Septic Tank and
Leach Line Protection
The CCA had a new septic tank and
leach line installed a few years ago at
no small expense. It was recommended to us that we not drive cars, trucks
or other heavy equipment over them.
We are putting up new
signs to help us all remember where these things are
buried. Basically, the septic
tank is in the back, between
the two doors. The sewer
line goes south from there
toward Maple Creek Ranch Rd. and
around the building. The leach lines
then are under a large part of the front
yard. Please do not drive in the front,
on the south side of the building or in
the back, south of the door near the
kitchen. Deliveries to the building can
be made by backing up to the door by
the kitchen from the road on the north
side by the school. Thanks.
Report by Susana Malcolm

CCA Grant
Application
Elizabeth Davison,
Cohasset Community
Association
board
member, has written
and applied for a grant from Sue
Hilderbrand, Program Coordinator for
Cultivation Community Advocates.
The grant would enable the CCA to
remodel the community kitchen, propane stove and hood exhaust, dishwasher, refrigerator, sink, and counter
tops, as well as to purchase utensils for
baking: cookie sheets, baking pans,
cooling racks, bread mixer, mixing
bowls, dough scale, cutting board, mixing spoons, and rolling pin.
Remodeling the old kitchen in the
community building will provide a
safe, clean, healthy, energy efficient
facility for our community volunteer’s
fundraising efforts to sustain our only
community meeting building.

Cohasset Volunteer
Firefighters &
Support Staff
Needed
If you’ve always wanted to ride
on the back of a shiny red fire truck
with the siren blaring, there’s no
time like the present to step up and
join Cohasset Volunteer Fire Company 21.
In response to our outreach, Chief Gary Rogers and Assistant Chief
Liz Weber of Cohasset Volunteer Fire Company 21 attended our March
board meeting in an effort to rekindle the recently strained, but longstanding relationship with the CCA. The board unanimously agreed to
partner with them for expanding their outreach to recruit new members.
We agreed to publish regular Company 21 news and support increased
Company 21 presence at CCA functions to recruit new volunteers.
We decided to move forward on creating a Firefighter Appreciation
Day on June 22 to honor our firefighters and raise their well deserved volunteer profile in the community as well as a chance for all of us to thank
the volunteers for their commitment to our safety and thank them for their
participation at the Bazaar, cooking up and serving our BBQ as seen in
the photo above.
To volunteer for numerous different positions and receive information
on valuable free training, call Chief Rogers at 343-6456, Asst. Chief Weber at 891-8337, or Lt. Steve White at 895-1276. Company 21 meets on
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 7 to 10pm at CDF station 22.

CCA Building Available
for Classes or Groups
Do you have a skill you'd like to teach others?
Dance? Crafting? Do you have a group that is
open to the public and would like to meet in the
CCA building? A book group? Horse enthusiasts?
The Cohasset Community Association would like to encourage members to apply to the Board with proposals for group or class status. Use of
the building is free, although donations toward propane and electricity are
encouraged. All classes and groups must be open to the public.
In the past, the CCA has supported: clogging classes, coffee klatches,
yoga, tai-chi, a women's cooking evening, bunko, drumming circles, African dance, CPR classes, and a teen club. There are currently funds designated only to be used by a teen club - any Cohasset teenagers interested in
starting the Teen Club up again? Limits are really only set by your imagination and your skill.
If you are interested in applying for a time slot at the building and using
the newsletter and website calendar to advertise your group or class, please
attend a Board meeting —we meet the second Thursday of each month at
6:30 p.m.
Report by Lisa Vegvary

Cohasset Community News
Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner
Bake Sale & Raffle
March 16th, 5-8 p.m.
Cohasset 4-H Report
Come one, come all! It is time for
our 9th Annual Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner, the event you have all
been waiting for. It will be held on
March 16th, 5-8 p.m. at the CCA
building. Besides dinner, there will
be a bake sale and a raffle. We have a special treat: The Cohasset 4-H
Ensemble Players will be presenting the short play, The Legend of Brian the Baker, at 6 p.m. The play is directed by our Drama leader, Michael Bierman, and the costumes are provided by Elizabeth Davison
and her Time Travelers Shop. This event is our major fund-raiser for
the year to support our Cohasset 4-H program. The large dinner costs
$12 and the small one $8. Please come down, enjoy a good dinner and
support your local youth.
It's been awhile since the last newsletter, so we have a lot of activities to report. First, thank you to all who donated items or came to
shop at the Children's Christmas store in December. We had approximately 30 shoppers, buying inexpensive donated gifts for family and
friends. A big thanks to our guest gift wrappers: Janice Lee, Mayeve
Tate, Gail Jaarsma, and Barb Wright. They were a big help in speeding up the process for all. We look forward to sponsoring the event
again next year.
The swine project got underway with the
birth of Claire Emerson's sow piggies. Our 4Hers got first choice and the rest were for sale
to other 4-H members. They are all healthy,
and our members are looking forward to taking
them to the Silver Dollar Fair to be shown and
sold at auction.
The hiking project went to Bald Rock in
February and is planning a snowshoe hike and
snow play day at Lassen Park on April 6th.
The whole club pitched in during January to build our game booth
for the 4-H Fun Night that was held on Feb. 2 at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds. The theme for the event was "Looney Toons Celebrates the
Power of 4-H Youth." Our booth was a putt-putt golf game with a
Bugs Bunny theme. We won a third prize for the most creative and
another one for the best theme. Vann made it onto the evening TV
news playing our game.
We are looking forward to Rainbow Crafts Field Day in April, a
countywide event the Cohasset group puts on. We also will have a big
presence at the Silver Dollar Fair with entries in Swine, Horsemanship
and Arts and Crafts.
Report by Susana Malcolm

Jill Stewart to Chair
43rd Annual Bazaar
Jill Stewart
has stepped up
to chair this
year's Cohasset Music Bazaar committee. Big plans
are underway
to make this
year's event a memorable success! If you
have ideas and energy and want to volunteer to support your community, now is the
perfect opportunity.
The Bazaar is the most important fundraiser the CCA hosts, generating over 70%
of the revenue needed to keep the building
open throughout the year. The 43rd Annual
Bazaar will take place on Saturday, August
3, 2013.
Currently we are in need of people interested in working with vendors, the children's activity center, yard and used book
sale, horseshoe tournament, tug-of-war
contest, plant sale, and publicity. If you're
interested in volunteering, please attend the
first planning meeting, which will held on
Tuesday, April 9th, at 5:00 p.m. at the Cohasset Community Association building.

Enloe FlightCare
Membership Discount
CCA members can
get a discount on the
annual dues for Enloe FlightCare Membership. The normal
cost for the annual
Family Membership
is $50, but if you are
a CCA member you will receive the CCA
group affiliation rate of $30.
To receive this rate, enter Cohasset
Community Association member for
Group Affiliation on the application. To
download an application, go to
http://www.enloe.org

Cohasset Community
Broom Eradication
Workshop Recap

The Scotch Broom Eradication
Workshop took place on a freezing
January day and was attended by a
small but enthusiastic crowd. They
were treated to a PowerPoint presentation on how broom plants grow and
how to best eradicate them. Germain
Boivin also brought many plants
from his Floral Native Nursery and
showed us how to replace the destructive, flammable broom with fire
resistant, drought tolerant native
plants.
We owe special thanks to Germain, and we hope to see him with
his beautiful plants at the Plants Sale
in May. Thank you also to Glenn
Nader of the UC Extension Program
for the use of his materials.
At the end of the workshop we
went out to practice removing broom
plants with the weed wrenches the
CCA has on loan. This is the best
time of year to pull broom plants. It
is good to get them out of the ground
while it is still wet and before they
start to bloom and go to seed. If you
would like to borrow the wrenches
for up to two weeks, please call Susana at 893-0109 or Linda at 8918337. A $50 deposit is required.
We still have some of the
handouts from the presentation available at the CCA building if you
would like further information.
Report by Susana Malcolm

Wildfire Safety — Chipper Program
Do you have fallen branches,
overgrown brush and other
vegetation that needs Chipping? The Chipper Program is
once again offering service to
residents who are working on
their wildfire safety clearance.
The program provides an alternative to burning or hauling
fire hazardous brush.
The Chipper program is in its
eleventh year and anticipates
offering service this season until May 15th, but don't wait to get your fire
prevention work done!
To prepare brush and limbs for the Chipper Program:
1. Stack cut brush and limbs in a row within 5 feet of the road edge
with the ends facing toward the road.
2. Rows should be stacked no more that 4 feet high.
3. Keep mud, rocks and roots out of the rows.
4. Locate the rows so the truck and chipper can easily access them;
no off-road locations allowed.
To participate in the Chipper Program, call 877-0984. The Program is a
service of the Butte County Fire Safe Council.

Butte County FireSafe Council
Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer positions are now open from 1 to
4 hours a week:
◊ Scotch Broom Campaign
◊ Youth Education
◊ Video Story Maker
◊ Fire Safe Home Visits
◊ Safety Scanner Monitor
◊ Membership Program
Address list updates
Electronic mail list updates
◊ Chipper Program Community Contact
◊ Shares Card Promotion
◊ Safety Display Liaison
◊ Fire Safety Literature Distribution
◊ Office Assistant
◊ Community Presentation Speaker
Let a Friend or Neighbor Know!
Call Executive Director Jane Burch at 877-0984
Butte County Fire Safe Council
5619 Black Olive Dr., Paradise CA, 95969

Cohasset Events & Calendar
Mountain Music

Plant Sale &
Membership Breakfast

Friday, March 15th
&
Saturday, April 20th
Kenny, Howard and John
have been presenting Mountain Music for many years! If
you enjoy great music, meeting your neighbors, good pizza and home-made soup,
come on out to enjoy a great
evening on the hill.
Join us in March on Friday the 15th at 6:00 p.m., and
Saturday, April 20th.
If you're a musician please
feel free to contact Kenny
Cartledge - 899-9349
Report by Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus

Sunday, May 5th, 9am-2pm
Spring is in the air, and it
is time to start thinking
about the CCA Plant Sale.
This year we are holding the
event on Sunday, May 5th,
from 9am to 2pm, with a
membership breakfast featuring tasty pancakes until
noon. Come browse a nice
selection of plants from several vendors. Get advice and
tips for gardening at our elevation. This is also the perfect time to renew your
membership and enjoy
breakfast with your neighbors.
Mark your calendars now and come out to support
our community. See you there!
Report by Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

March 2013

Sat

1

2

8

9

3 10:30am
Church Service

4 7pm
Cohasset
4-H Meeting

5

6

10

11

12

13 12pm-2pm
14
Commodities
Distribution
7pm Brew Club

17
10:30am
Church Service

18

19

20

21 7-10pm
Volunteer Fire
Dept meeting,
CDF Station 22

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

10:30am

Church Service

7 7-10pm
Volunteer Fire
Dept meeting,
CDF Station 22

Fri

16
15
6:00pm
5pm 4-H
Mountain Music Corned Beef
Dinner

10:30am

Church Service
31
10:30am

Church Service

April 2013 Highlights:
April Fools’ Day
7pm Cohasset
4-H Meeting

Current Calendar at: www.CohassetCommunity.org

Apr. 9th: Bazaar Committee Meeting, 5pm
Apr. 20th: Mountain Music, 6pm
Apr. 27th: Bingo, 7pm
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BINGO
Saturday, April 27th
Card sales start at 7PM

Spring Into Bingo!
This will be our first BINGO event of the Spring,
and it will feature some special prizes for Cohasset Bingo players! Players will have a chance to
win a Spring Basket or some beautiful Outdoor
Plants, and possibly a nice jackpot!
CCA Bingo is FUN Bingo! There are lots of
laughs, good food and refreshments, and just an
all-around great way to spend a Saturday evening
up on the hill. So grab a friend, your Bingo dauber
(or get one at the event), and let’s play BINGO!
Bingo packages are $15, which includes 6
(six) bingo cards for each of the 8 games. The final game of the night will be 'Split the Pot,' which
is an optional entry after the regular Bingo rounds
conclude. For more information, contact Daniel
Botsford at 893-1616.
Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed while Bingo
games are in session.

Attention Cohasset Residents
Enjoy
High Speed Internet Today!
Emails, pictures, videos download in a flash with our DSL service.
No more cleaning out the closet while you wait for emails to download.

Free DSL modem. Call today at 898-9123, or
visit us at AccessNow.com

All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset Community
Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

To place an ad in the Cohasset Newsletter:
E-mail ad copy and instructions to mayeve@att.net. Payment
must be received by the 2nd Friday of the month for the following month’s inclusion. Checks may be made out to the CCA
and sent to 11 Maple Creek Ranch Rd, Cohasset, CA 95973.
Prices for CCA newsletter advertisements:
Business card size
$25
1/2 page
$75
1/4 page
$40
Full page
$150

