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So Where’s
the Gold?
Although Butte County has held a
high position among the goldproducing counties of California;
gold has never been found in the area
around Cohasset. During the gold
rush of 1848 and later years, extensive prospecting in Butte County
turned up tremendous gold deposits.
Most of the gold came from placers
that produced over 3 million ounces
from 1880 to 1960. (Placer mining is
the mining of alluvial deposits for
minerals in sand and gravel in modern or ancient stream beds.) It’s usually done by open-pit, hydraulic,
dredging or by using rocker and
sluice boxes and long toms. Tunneling is generally not done because the
gold ore is too loose to safely mine it.
The gold was moved by stream
flow from an original source such as
a vein, and is typically only a small
portion of the total deposit. Since
gems and heavy metals like gold are
considerably more dense than sand,
they tend to accumulate at the base of
placer deposits. Although little is
known about gold production and
mining in Butte County before 1880,
undoubtedly there was intensive activity in both prospecting and mining
during that period.
During 1903-58, Butte County
produced 103,800 ounces of gold
from lode mines and 2,332,960 ounces from placers. (A lode is made up
of gold-bearing quartz veins that contain deposits of ores that fill or are
embedded in cracks in a rock formation or a vein of ore deposited or
is embedded between layers of rock.)
Oh yes, and there is big gold in
Butte County: On April 12, 1859, at
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the Willard Claim, a hydraulic mine
in the Feather River Canyon northeast what is now Magalia, a 54-pound
(20 kg) gold nugget was discovered,
the largest in the world at the time.
Dubbed the "Dogtown nugget," it
made the town famous.

The major gold-producing districts in the county are Oroville and
Magalia (placers), and gold-bearing
quartz veins are found in the area
between Oroville, Cherokee City, and
Oregon City. Gold-quartz veins are
also present at Magalia.
MAGALIA DISTRICT. Tertiary
gravels (65 million to 2.6 million
years ago) of the Magalia channel, a
minor Tertiary stream, were mined
by underground methods in the early
days. One of the major mines of the
district produced more than $1 million in gold to about 1910.The production of the entire district before
1932 is not known, but from 1932
through 1959 it was 15,976 ounces.
A minimum total of about 66,000
ounces was produced in the district.
OROVILLE DISTRICT. The
Quaternary (from 2.588 ± 0.005 mil-
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lion years ago to the present) floodplain gravels of the Feather River
near Oroville yielded a total of
1,964,130 ounces of gold from 1903
to 1959. This made the Oroville district the largest producer of Butte
County. In 1898 the first floating
bucket line dredge was successfully
operated in the district. By 1905, 35
dredges were mining the Feather River gravels. Production continued at a
high rate until the early 1950s. From
1957 through 1959 only a few ounces
per year was reported.
YANKEE HILL DISTRICT.
Most of the lode production of Butte
County came from this district. From
1929 through 1959 the district produced 34,427 ounces of gold from
lode mines and 5,154 ounces from
placers. Production before 1910 was
about $1,520,000 (57,000 ounces),
mostly from the Hearst mine.
SO WHERE’S THE GOLD IN
COHASSET? Most likely it’s in our
jewelry, under our beds and in our
teeth, and under us. No doubt the
gold rush prospectors combed the
area driven by the finds in other parts
of the county. Why didn’t they find
any here? According to Elroy Nathan
in his A HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF COHASSET RIDGE: "...no
ores were either formed or deposited
in the thick volcanic mantle that covers the ridge. If any auriferous" (gold bearing) "gravels existed
they were covered by hundreds of
feet of mud-transported lavas and
breccia." (Breccia is a rock composed
of broken fragments of minerals or
rock cemented together by a finegrained matrix.)
Report by Bob Tate
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President - Lisa Vegvary 899-9823
Vice President - Lara Conkey 899-3929
Secretary - Susana Malcolm 893-0109
Treasurer - Mayeve Tate 342-2494

2-Year Board Members
Liz Davison 518-0895
Mike Bierman 894-5926

1-Year Board Members
Dan Botsford 893-1616
Mike DuFloth 898-1871
Bob Hursh 345-4769
Janice Lee 343-1754
Vacant
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The CCA Newsletter is published as a community
service once a month by the Cohasset Community
Association, Inc., a non-profit California corporation dedicated in part to enriching, educating and
informing the residents of Cohasset, CA. Printed
at Graphic Fox, Chico, CA.
The opinions expressed here are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the CCA. Email short submissions to
newsletter@cohassetcommunity.org. The CCA
reserves rights to edit all submissions or not to
publish. Copyright 2013
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(530) 332-9550
Deadline for submissions to the upcoming
July/August Newsletter is July 11, 2013

CCA Building Rental
Reservations
The Cohasset Community Center is available to rent for private functions. The rate is $125
per day, and $60 for a half-day (5 hours).
For more information, call 893-1616, email
info@cohassetcommunity.org, or view the
CCA rental agreement at:

http://cohassetcommunity.org.

All those who came out to enjoy
the recent membership breakfast and
plant sale enjoyed seeing their neighbors and friends, picking up some
starts or garden specimens from the
plant sale, as well as a healthy breakfast of breakfast burritos.
The 4-H kids and their leaders decorated the CCA building in keeping
with the Cinco de Mayo theme, and we want to thank them for creating
such a fun atmosphere.
Thank yous go out to the following community-minded members who
have recently renewed their memberships in the Cohasset Community
Association: Jon Lingemann, Barb Wright, Linda Hartsong & Liz Weber,
Dean & Theresa Markwood, Helen Madeleine, Jill Stewart, Dan DeWayne & Christine Myers, Chris & Larry Greer-Janson, Bob Hursh & Liz
Davison, and Michael & Rhonda Dufloth. Michael & Rhonda became the
first Diamond Lifetime members to earn 5 diamonds for their ongoing
generous support of the CCA.
The support of all our members helps our organization to continue all
that it does to better our community and also gives inspiration to all the
many volunteers who work so hard to keep the CCA alive and thriving.
If you haven't yet joined or
renewed your membership for
the current year, you can do so
by clipping our the membership coupon located below and
returning it along with your
contribution to our non-profit
CCA.
Janice Lee

Renew your Membership or Join the CCA Today
Check one: □Pine $25 □Cedar $50 □Oak $75 □Lifetime $100
For existing Lifetime Membership sustaining renewals check one:
□ Silver $25 □ Gold $50 □ Diamond $100
Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________
Address:__________________________________________________
Mail to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973
Checks payable to CCA or call Janice at 343-1754

Cohasset Community News
Butte County
Supervisor News
Every season brings different challenges, and some issues
remain the same. Rather than
snow, we are faced with an incredibly dry terrain throughout
the county. It is only May, and
the fire danger is extremely high.
The Cohasset station has been in
operation since May 1. That does
not mean that firefighters will be
there all of the time. They were
all called out for the Prairie and
Cedar fires and backed up other
Cal Fire stations with help from
the City of Chico.
Please take precautions to make your home less vulnerable to fire.
Clear the 100’ space around your home. Make sure that there is not
firewood abutting the structure. Any moving or using of motorized
equipment should be done before 10:00 a.m. or earlier on windy and
low humidity days. Have a family plan so you will know where to meet
if you have been evacuated. Maggie Krehbiel, your emergency operations liaison, is on the alert list, but Chief Morris has also assured me
that you will have plenty of warning if you need to evacuate. Be prepared.
Our new marijuana ordinance is in effect. The most egregious violations have been unpermitted grading which savages the landscape. This
changes the flow of water and irrigation and poses the threat of dirt,
herbicides and insecticides harming our water supply. If you would like
to see the ordinance, it is on the home page: www.buttecounty.net.
Speaking of water, the Board of Supervisors has unanimously expressed its concerns over impending water transfers out of county. This
involves groundwater substitution, which means that surface water will
be sold or replaced by groundwater. The aforementioned drought not
only portents more wildfires, but it also means the water table has lowered. There are many, many instances throughout the county where the
groundwater is lower and has not rebounded by any means. Any attempt to pump water from the aquifer has a negative effect for the future. Be assured that all five of us are deeply concerned about our water
supply.
Our son is still at Crane Naval Base near Bloomington, IN. He has
had some Secret Service assignments that involve precautionary bomb
sweeps. He has been to the Kennedy Awards, Correspondents Dinner
and post Boston Marathon bombings. They cannot do their job without
specially trained dogs and flashlights. It is not glamorous work but necessary for security.
Maureen Kirk
mkirk@buttecounty.net ♦ 891-2800

CCA
Annual Board
Elections
There will be a General Meeting of
the CCA Thursday, June 13th, at 6:30
p.m. at the Association building. The
annual elections of Officers and Board
members will take place at 6:30 to be
followed with a regular meeting. CCA
members are urged to attend and vote
for board members and are welcome to
stay for the meeting and see how the
Association is run.
This year the nominees are as follows:
Officers
President – Lisa Vegvary
VP – Lara Conkey-Weibelhaus
Treasurer – Mayeve Tate
Secretary – Susana Malcom
Board Members
Dan Botsford, Liz Davison, Mike
DuFloth,
Bob Hursh, Jan Lee
Michael Bierman is a two-year
Board member and will be returning to
finish his term.
Jill Stewart is running for the open
Board member position.
A HUGE thank you and shout out to
all of our Officers and Board Members.
Their dedication and commitment to the
community of Cohasset is appreciated.
Report by Lisa Vegvary

Cohasset Community Association News
2012 – 2013 CCA

All of the CCA Newsletters are archived at our website – cohassetcommunity.org

My one-year term as President of
the Cohasset Community Association
is drawing to a close. I am running
again for this position, but I want to
talk about this past year, to let the
community know what this current
CCA Board has been doing, and the
fierce commitment this group of professional volunteers has to Cohasset.
Each one of them makes a difference.
This past year the Board
“regrouped,” so to speak, and met at
a one-off meeting designed to be a
casual exchange of ideas and inspirational out-loud thinking about the
Association. That meeting has gone a
long way toward generating a sense
of purpose and legacy amongst this
current Board.
Many thanks to Bob Hursh for
making our plans for a fence become
reality. This fence is going to be gorgeous! We are looking forward to
seeing some members of the community come out for work parties when
the installation begins.
Dan Botsford has brought monthly Bingo to Cohasset, and the past
few months has been working on
greening the Board while setting up a
technological resource for archiving
our important documents. We now
have a laptop, a searchable database
for our minutes, agendas, and newsletters, and an LCD projector with an
eight-foot screen. We no longer have
a need for printed materials at our
monthly meetings! With the purchase
of this laptop, projector, and license
we think it would be great fun to offer “Movie Night” to the community.
We’ve cut back on the Newsletter
production because of cost and have
seen dramatic savings. Mike DuFloth
is the consummate editor and provides a jaunty and informational
newsletter. We are researching digital
options for our Newsletter in future.

Mayeve Tate has proven to be
indispensable as our long-standing
treasurer. She also maintains our
community-wide email list. If you
would like your email address to be
included, contact a board member.
Susana Malcom heads the Building Committee and acts as secretary.
Both roles are demanding and she’s
been hugely responsible in both. She
facilitated the installation of a new
floor in the kitchen this past year.
Membership dues are our second
largest funding resource; Jan Lee has
introduced new ideas for maintaining
membership, and it has made a difference. She brings creativity to renewing your membership!
Liz Davison works tirelessly as
the chairperson and only member of
the Cohasset Historical Society. She
has t-shirts for sale, and welcomes
historical donations of items or photographs or stories.
Mountain Music continues to generate revenue and offer musicians in
our community a chance to be heard.
Lara Conkey-Weibelhaus shows up
every month with pizza and the keys!
Michael Bierman is working on
creating a Grant-Writing Taskforce.
Now that we have our 501(c)3 status,
we are taking this opportunity very
seriously.
The Emergency Preparedness
Committee does not have current
Board representation but continues to
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keep alert and maintain emergency
status for the building.
The newly formed “Building Interior Committee” has big plans for
modernizing the interior of our building this coming year. Our “dream” is
new windows, but in the meantime
we’re prioritizing closet space, storage of tables and chairs, texturizing
the walls, replacing fans and lighting,
and painting walls, ceiling, and floor.
Our American and California flags
were looking a bit worn. We have
replaced the California flag and a
generous donation by Mike DuFloth
has provided us with a beautiful
American flag.
The annual Bazaar is the fundraiser that keeps the CCA operational. It
is also tremendous fun! This year Jill
Stewart has returned as chairperson.
We are able to offer use of the
building at no charge for: Commodities (thank you, Ruth); the 4-H
(thanks Midge and Susana); the Halloween Children’s Carnival, (thank
you, Linda); Mountain Music (thank
you, Kenny, Johnny, and Howard);
and the Brewing Club (thank you,
Erik and Dave). Of course the CCA
would be useless without the support
of you, our community. There are so
many community members who volunteer to staff and fund our events,
and work behind the scenes to maintain the grounds and building, and we
cannot offer enough thanks to those
individuals. We also thank all of the
residents who show up at events!
The Cohasset Community Association relies on these volunteers and
the community members who continue to support the Association. If you
are interested in joining us or offering your time or services, please feel
free to attend any of our monthly
meetings – we meet at the building
the second Thursday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. – or call any board member for more information about how
you can help out!.
Report by Lisa Vegvary

Cohasset Community News
EPC News
Well, we are off to a long, hot summer and it
has taken everyone by surprise. A giant thank
you goes to the wonderful job the firefighters did
in keeping the Panther/Onion/Cedar fires away
from our community! As everyone knows, we
are under Burn Permit restrictions now. It is
more critical than ever to check on burn day status at either: http://
www.bcaqmd.org/ or by calling 332-9407. According to the permit,
burning can begin at 6:00 am and the fire must be completely out –
cold – by 11:00 am. If you have any doubt in your mind that it is safe
to burn, please don’t. Also be sure to follow the rule about maintaining
100’ of defensible space around your home.
Should we face a fire threatening our community, I thought it
would be a good idea to do a quick review. First, there are 3 levels of
Evacuation notices that can be issued:
• Evacuation Warning -- Authorities believe that the area under the
warning is in significant danger of being affected
• Evacuation Order -- Requires residents to immediately move out
of an affected area due to an imminent threat (2 hours or less)
• Shelter in Place -- Advises residents to stay secure at their current
location. This is used only if evacuation will cause a higher potential for loss of life than remaining in place.
Please remember that according to the latest information released
by the County, there is only ONE safe evacuation route off of our
ridge. The approved Evacuation route is to proceed down Cohasset
Road towards Chico.
We could also face Road Closures. It is very important that you
have something with you that proves that you are a resident of Cohasset. Several years ago I did give the C.H.P. and the Butte Co. Sheriff’s Department a map of Cohasset with a list of roads and addresses
for Cohasset. There are 4 levels of closures that we could face:
• Level 1: Closed to all traffic except emergency responders, critical
responders and residents;
• Level 2: Closed to all traffic except emergency responders and
critical responders;
• Level 3: Closed to all traffic except emergency responders;
• Level 4: Closed to all traffic due to the potential hazard to life.
A great resource to check out is the Butte County Fire Safe Council. Their web site is: http://thenet411.net/. Once on their web site,
put your mouse cursor over the Library button and they have a complete list of resources, such as evacuation plans. As always, we prepare for the worst and hope for the best. The time to prepare is now.
Be safe and we will talk to you next month and, hopefully, see you at
the Bazaar!
Maggie & Bob - 342-6547; Linda & Liz - 891-8337; Kathy Lawson - 343-1479; Marilyn Colson - 892-1864
Report by Maggie Krehbiel,
Chair, CCA Emergency Preparedness Committee

Bazaar Planning
Committee Meeting
Plans for this
year’s Cohasset
Bazaar and Music Festival are
well underway.
Our second meeting will be held
Wednesday, June 19th at 7:00 at the CCA
building. If you are interested in volunteering, please attend! Bring your ideas and
enthusiasm!
Report by Lisa Vegvary

Fence Project
The CCA has been
working on replacing the
fencing around the front
of the building for several
years. This project is now
funded and moving toward completion before this year’s Bazaar.
We would like to thank Bob Hursh and
Dave Sellars for their vision and design,
and their hard work and dedication. Here’s
what Bob has to say about the fence itself,
“The fence plan is to go around three sides
of the building and is going to be constructed with cedar poles with cedar rails
that are peeled and stained to retain the
natural look. The rails will be connected to
the posts, with all-thread and held with
nuts.” The CCA board has seen the final
design and it is beautiful!
Please come out and help build this
much-needed fence! There will be work
days scheduled for June and July. We will
keep you posted, but if you know you are
interested in volunteering, you can call
Bob or any board member with your name
and contact information. Bob says, “The
posts need to be stained and dipped, the
rails stained and bolted to the posts. Any
able-bodied help will be greatly appreciated, and you will feel proud in contributing
to our beautifying the property.”
Report by Lisa Vegvary

History Corner
Our Cabin
Our cabin was built in 1905
surrounded by Ponderosa saplings. It was located just above
the meadow with a round pond
in the middle. The meadow
was said to be a Maidu summer
camp. The cabin was approximately 450 sq. feet. It had a
kitchen, living room and one
bedroom. The cabin had some
unique features. All the windows originally slid back into
the walls except for the kitchen
window above the sink. It was
a sash window that was put in
sideways. The front of the cabin was practically all windows,
including a glass front door
that opened onto a covered
porch. It had a nice view of the
of the meadow and the valley
below. Its foundation was of rocks placed here and there with 12" cedar rounds on top of them. The cabin was solid
(and still is) but not very level.
When Marilyn Apel was a young child living in Cohasset, she said she would visit her friend Barbara at the cabin.
Marilyn told me she would never use the bathroom, as the indoor toilet was not very functional.
I moved to Cohasset in June 1970 and had purchased a piece of property I shared with my sister and her family.
The living situation didn't work out, and in 1973, I was looking for another place to live. I found a note at the Cohasset
store that simply read: "Cabin for rent $50.00." I called the number to find a friend of mine had just purchased the seven acres where the cabin was located. On the property was another 2-bedroom house, a chicken coop, pole barn and
other outbuildings just behind the little cabin.
During the first three years I had lived in Cohasset, I had seen the little cabin and thought it was an odd and rather
ugly place. It had cedar shingles half painted white and the other half was not painted at all. I had also heard rumors
that the last people living there were "Warlocks."
So I went to look at the place up close and personal. There was junk piled up so high that I could not even see off
the back porch. When I walked inside, I found it had been totally gutted. There was a small bedroom closet and a few
kitchen cabinets. There were cracks in the walls that I could stick my fingers through. The plaster was curling up and
falling off the walls and ceiling, but I had a good feeling for the place and could see the potential. In the bathroom the
only thing left was an old clawfoot tub (without the feet) that had been plastered in place. Most of the plaster was gone
and you could see through the wall to the outside. Most importantly, it had an outhouse that was a two-seater with a
large window overlooking the meadow and valley.
The owner told me he would put on some new rolled roofing and put in a kitchen counter with a sink, Mind you,
there was no running water before I moved into the cabin. He also gave me a small wood cook stove for the kitchen
and a wood stove for the living room. He said he would get the water going (10 months later) and supply all of the
materials to fix the place up if I would do the work. I came from good Alaskan pioneer stock and knew I could take on
the challenge. I decided to rent the little place and found that I thoroughly enjoyed fixing it up.
It turned out to be a really nice place to live. Now, after thirty years, it is slowly falling into disrepair, returning to
Mother Earth. I'm sad to see my little cabin go.
Report by Helen Madeline Haberman

June/July Events & Calendar
Mountain Music

Free Movie Night

6pm
Saturday, June 15th
Saturday, July 20th

at the Cohasset Community Center
Friday, June 21st - 7:30pm

Kenny, Howard
and John have been presenting Mountain Music
for many years!
If you enjoy great
music, meeting your
neighbors, good pizza
and home-made soup,
come on out to enjoy a
great evening on the hill.
If you're a musician, please feel free to contact Kenny
Cartledge - 899-9349
Report by
Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus

Yes, you can go to the movies in Cohasset, and it’s free! The Cohasset Community
Association will trial-run a new community
event called “Friday Movie Night.” This
event is scheduled for June 21st at 7:30 pm.
The movie will be shown indoors on a
large 7’ screen in an open seating arrangement. Bring your own chair, blanket, pad,
or use the chairs at the Community Center.
Although the movie has not been selected yet, you can expect a movie that is suited for most age groups, and
it will possibly a new release. Since we have obtained licensing rights
to show movies, the selection is endless, because most movie production companies are included in the licensing.
Admission is free, and snacks and drinks will be available for sale
at the event. Come on down and check out Cohasset’s latest community event; it’s a great way to start the weekend! For more information, contact Daniel Botsford at 893-1616.
Report by Daniel Botsford
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

June 2013
2 10:30am
Church Service

3 7pm
Cohasset
4-H Meeting

4

5

9

10

11

17

24

8

12 12pm-2pm
13 6:30pm
Commodities
CCA Board
Distribution
Meeting
7pm Brew Club

14

15
6:00pm
Mountain Music

18

19 7pm
Bazaar Planning Committee
Meeting

20 7-10pm
Volunteer Fire
Dept meeting,
CDF Station 22

21
7:30pm
Movie Night

22 Cohasset Volunteer Firefighter Appreciation
Day

25

26

27

28

29 7pm
CCA Bingo

Church Service

FATHER’S DAY!

23

1
7

10:30am

16 10:30am
Church Service

6 7-10pm
Volunteer Fire
Dept meeting,
CDF Station 22

10:30am

Church Service
30
10:30am

Church Service

Sat

July & August 2013 Highlights:
July 1 - 7pm

Cohasset 4-H
Meeting

July 4th: Independence Day!
July 20th: Mountain Music
Aug. 3rd: 44th Annual Cohasset Bazaar

Current Calendar at: www.CohassetCommunity.org
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The Back Page
BINGO
Saturday, June 29th
Card sales start at 7PM
Summertime “Bingo on the Hill”
is a great time to get out and socialize with your friends and
neighbors. The first summer Bingo will be on Saturday,
June 29, in the Cohasset Community Center.
CCA Bingo is not like the traditional bingo halls; we
offer a relaxed, friendly atmosphere where chatting and
laughter is encouraged while playing Bingo. Who
knows, you may even win a game or two and leave with
more than you brought to the game! So grab a friend,
your Bingo dauber (or get one at the event), and let’s
play BINGO!
Food and refreshments will be available for sale if
you would like a bite to eat during the games.
Bingo packages are $15, which includes 6 (six) bingo cards for each of the 8 games. The final game of the
night will be 'Split the Pot,' which is an optional entry
after the regular Bingo rounds conclude. For more information, contact Daniel Botsford at 893-1616.

Attention Cohasset Residents
Enjoy
High Speed Internet Today!
Emails, pictures, videos download in a flash with our DSL service.
No more cleaning out the closet while you wait for emails to download.

Free DSL modem. Call today at 898-9123, or
visit us at AccessNow.com

Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed while Bingo
games are in session.
All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset Community Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

To place an ad in the Cohasset Newsletter:
E-mail ad copy and instructions to mayeve@att.net. Payment
must be received by the 2nd Friday of the month for the following month’s inclusion. Checks may be made out to the CCA
and sent to 11 Maple Creek Ranch Rd, Cohasset, CA 95973.
Prices for CCA newsletter advertisements:
Business card size
$25
1/2 page
$75
1/4 page
$40
Full page
$150

