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COHASSET TOWN HALL MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19th  6:00 TO 8:00PM 
COHASSET COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION BUILDING 

11 MAPLE CREEK RANCH RD. 
 

   
 The Cohasset Emergency Preparedness & Fire Safe Council is holding a 
Town Hall Meeting to address the following topics: 
 
• the need for a year-round fire station, 
• road maintenance 
• Cohasset Road up-grades and repair 
• fire evacuation plans 
• interagency cooperation during emergencies 
 
 Since time is limited, we will not be able to address other issues at this meeting.  
Attendees will be given the opportunity to ask questions that pertain to these subjects. It 
is imperative that the meeting start promptly at 6 PM. So, please arrive early. 
 
      Maureen Kirk, Butte County Supervisor, is spearheading this event. She will be 
joined by the following Butte County officials:   Paul Hahn, CAO;  Kory Honea, Under 
Sheriff;  John Gulsarian, Emergency Services;  Mike Crump, Director of Public Works; 
Captain Jake Stonebraker, CHP;  Interim Fire Chief Greg McFadden, CAL Fire;  
David Hawks, CAL  Fire. Others may be added to this list before the meeting. 
 
      Cohasset residents mark your calendars. We encourage each and every one of you to 
participate in this event that will affect all of us. 
 
Kathleen Lawson, Chairperson 
Cohasset Emergency Preparedness & Fire Safe Council  



 Winter  2014? As this edition of the Cohasset Community Association 
newsletter goes to the printers, we’re still waiting for winter to arrive. We 
had an amazing four-day long rainstorm in early February and although 
we aren’t moving back into the summer days of January, we certainly are 
missing the rain and the snow and the freeze on the ridge. I suppose we 
should enjoy the sun while it’s shining! 

The dry weather is certainly making most Cohassians nervous - about 
their wells and fire season. It’s time to take stock of your personal situa-
tion in regards to conserving water and preparing for the possibility of an 
emergency occurrence. The Cohasset Emergency Preparedness Committee 
& Fire Safe Council meets the second Tuesday of each  month in the CCA 
building to discuss preparedness as well as bring proactive involvement to 
the political aspect of making our village prepared. We need Station 22 to 
remain open year round. We need to insure that our representatives con-
tinue to work towards that goal. We need to remind our County workers 
that the ridge is home to a thousand or more residents and when the 
weather turns nasty we rely on County services to make sure Cohasset 
Road is safe for everyone. Please mark your calendars for Wednesday 
evening, March 19th, and attend the Town Hall Meeting the CCA & 
EPC/CFSC has arranged for our community. If you want your presence to 
count and your voice to be heard, you need to show up in order to be count-
ed and be heard! 

Although the annual Association Officers & Board Members Election  
isn’t until mid-June, we urge you to begin thinking about your own volun-
teerism. 2014-2015 is YOUR time if you’ve been considering joining the 
Board! Please feel free to attend any of our monthly meetings as a guest. 
We meet the second Thursday evening of each month  at 6:30 in the build-
ing.  

The CCA is in need of an editor for this newsletter! We would prefer 
the editor to be a Board member, but in the past we have had editors who 
attended the monthly meetings but did not sit on the board. Contact any 
board member if you are interested in learning more about this position. 

We have a digital mailing list! Lost dogs, found dogs, fires, com-
munity updates, alerts, CCA events, all these things and more can 
be delivered to your inbox! We are currently averaging two—three 
emai ls  a month.  Please  visi t  our  website—
http://cohassetcommunity.org/ Click on “Sign up for the CCA Mail-
ing List Today!” to insure that you receive our emails! 

2013—2014 Officers 
President: Lisa Vegvary  899-9823 

Vice President: Lara Conkey-
Wiebelhaus  899-3929 

Secretary: Susana Malcom  893-0109 
Treasurer: Mayeve Tate  342-2494 

2-Year Board Members 
Liz Davison  518-0895 

Michael Bierman  
1-Year Board Members 

Dan Botsford   893-1616 
Bob Hursh   892-1937 
Jill Stewart   899-8197 

Membership 
Janice Lee  892-1937 

www.CohassetCommunity.org 
Mike & Rhonda DuFloth 

Dan Botsford 
        

 
The CCA Newsletter is published as a com-
munity service once a month by the Cohas-
set Community Association, Inc., a 501(c)3 
non-profit California corporation dedicated 
in part to enriching, educating and inform-
ing the residents of Cohasset, CA. Tax ID# 
23-7074359. Printed at Graphic Fox, Chico, 
CA. 

The opinions expressed here are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the opinions of the CCA. Email short sub-
m i s s i o n s  t o   n e w s l e t -
ter@cohassetcommunity.org. The CCA 
reserves rights to edit all submissions or not 
to publish. Copyright 2012 
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 CCA Home Page 

CCA Building Rental Reservations 
The Cohasset Community Center is 
available to rent for private functions.  
The rate is $125 per day, and $60 for a 
half-day (5 hours). 
 

For more information, call 893-1616, email 
info@cohassetcommunity.org, or view the CCA rental 

To place an ad in the Cohasset Newsletter: 
E-mail ad copy and instructions to mayeve@att.net.  
Payment must be received by the 2nd Friday of the 
month for the following month’s inclusion.  Checks 
may be made out to the CCA and sent to 11 Maple 
Creek Ranch Rd, Cohasset, CA 95973. 

Prices for CCA newsletter advertisements: 
Business card size $25 1/2 page  $75 
1/4 page  $40 Full page $150 

Renew your Membership or Join the CCA Today  
Check one:    Basic $20     Pine $25    Oak $50   Lifetime $100  

For existing Lifetime Membership sustaining renewals check one: 
  Silver $25       Gold $50      Diamond $100 

Name: __________________________Phone: ___________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________ 

Mail  to: 11 Maple Creek Ranch Road, Cohasset, CA 95973 
Checks payable to CCA or call Janice at 343-1754 



 Cohasset Community Association News 
Cohasset Emergency Preparedness  
& Fire Safe Council News 

 
January Fire in Campbelville 
     The fire that started off the Campbelville 

Ridge on January 2nd was quite a shock. Since the 
fire season was thought to be officially over, there 
were very few local firefighters available on short 
notice. Crews had to be brought in from all over Cali-
fornia.  The fire was held to approximately 850 acres. 
Given the treacherous terrain, that really says a lot 
for our firefighters. Thank you to all who helped in 
the effort. 

     Who would have thought that a wildfire could 
get started in January? This is unheard of! But, this 
year’s dry weather has left our community, and most 
other communities in California, very vulnerable.  

    For those of you who don’t know, the Cohasset 
Fire Station is now staffed full time until we have 
substantial rainfall. Then staffing will be reevaluat-
ed. The Chico air base, with 1 tanker and 1 air at-
tack unit, has been reopened and will also remain 
open until the fire danger is over.  

      
    This has been a busy season for the CEP & 

FSC. There have been several meetings since the 
last newsletter went out.  

     At the October CEP &FSC meeting Liz Weber 
of Cohasset’s CEP & FSC gave a hands-on demon-
stration of the many uses of triangular bandages. 
Who would have thought that a simple piece of mate-
rial had so many applications? Thanks Liz. 

     At the November meeting, and again at the 
January meeting, the subject of vegetation along 
Cohasset Rd. was brought up. The new Cal Fire bat-
talion chief, Rob Sonsteng, attended the January 
meeting. He is putting the needs of the Cohasset 
community on top of his priority list. He told us that 
there is grant money available through the SRA fees 
that we are all paying. 

     After Rob left the meeting it was discussed 
and decided that Cohasset Rd. needs the attention 
first, since it is the official evacuation route off this 
hill in the event of a fire. The CEP &FSC will be re-
questing a shaded fuel break along both sides of Co-
hasset Rd. from the new section to the end of the 
pavement for some of this grant money.  

     Also a top priority will be Vilas Loop. There 
are many residents along that route and the roads 
off it who would be in grave danger in the event of a 
fire. Though that route ultimately needs widening, 
paving and full time maintenance, for now we want 
to see a shaded fuel break along both sides to help 
slow the progress of a fire long enough for residents 
to evacuate. 

          
Continued on  the lower left-hand of Page 4 

Thank you, Jion! 
 
        During the freeze before the Christmas holidays. 
The Community Center experienced a few broken pipes 
and well pump issues. Thanks to Jion Lingemann's 3 vis-
its and perseverance over the course of a week our water 
system is back in working condition. All parts and mate-
rials Jion used were donated as well as his time. A big 
community "Thank you" goes out to him for service above 
and beyond the call of duty. Bob Hursh assisted in the 
repairs.  

Water Give-Away & Tank For Sale 
 
The Community Center's water storage tank needs to be 

drained to fix the plumbing. On Saturday, March 22nd the 
public will have the opportunity to fill up a pick-up size stor-
age tank on a first come basis. Non-members are asked to 
donate $10.00 per load.  

    The Association is also putting out to bid to sell the 
surplus storage tank. It is approximately 2000 gal. con-
structed out of steel with an open top, 6 ft wide and 10 ft tall. 
It will require heavy equipment to remove. Minimum bid is 
$200. Call Bob if interested at 345-4769  

 
Bob Hursh 



 

Attention Cohasset 
Residents 

Enjoy High Speed Internet 
Today!    

 
Emails, pictures, videos all download in a flash with 

our DSL service.  No more cleaning out the closet while 
you wait for emails to download.  

 

Free DSL modem. Call today at 898-
9123, or visit us at AccessNow.com 

 
Current Calendar at: www.CohassetCommunity.org   

Cohasset Community News 

Cohasset Artists Art Show 
   
Our first Art Show showcasing artists from Cohasset was a huge 

success!  I was amazed at the exquisite art produced in our small 
town.  Thank you to all of the artists that took the time to treat us 
to this unique show.  Some of the artists were:  Chris Yates, Mike 
Shaw, Jo Danehy, Helen Madeleine, Ron Haberman, Will White, 
Theresa Markwood, Evan Markland, David Yarborough, Krista 
Moore, Chris and Larry Jansen, Vann, Trinity Forrester, Zoe 
Conkey-Wiebelhaus, Sarah Buckhold.  These  are just a few of the 
amazing artists in our community.   

Another huge thank you to Christine Meiers for working at the 
door and toDana Hanson for pouring wine.  Thank you Iliana C-W 
and Marcy Bailey for serving up scrumptious appetizers.  This won-
derful event couldn't have happened without all of these people. 
 You are greatly appreciated. 

We have had such a great response from artists and community, 
alike, that we are planning another Art show for June.  With warm-
er weather we can move it outside and have more room for artists.   

If you are interested in exhibiting at the June Art Show please 
contact me. 

 
Lara Conkey-Wiebelhaus  
899- 3929 

History Corner  
 

A new look! 
Our CCA sign has been refinished and 

installed with the help of Bob, Dan, and Dave. 
The marquee was installed below the sign and 
the old station 21 mailbox was retired to the 
Historical Society archives. We hired Helen H. 
and Dave to repaint the three signs. The cost 
of repainting was picked up by the Historical 
Society. Many more hours oiling and stripping 
as well as the removal and installation were 
all time donated by volunteers. Thank you to 
all who helped. Now we can enjoy our "new 
look" to the community center and be proud of 
how we all came together to make it happen.  

In a side note the welcome to Cohasset 
sign was falling down, so Dan and Bob to the 
rescue! They in stalled two beams to shore it 
up. Thank you to them for the supplies and 
installation on that project. 

 
Elizabeth A. Davison  
Cohasset Historical Society Chairperson 

Restricted burning is now allowed 
but all rules concerning the burn per-
mit must be followed. Burn permits 
can be obtained at our local fire sta-
tion # 22. Remember to call air quality 
control first before burning at 332-
9407. 

Continued From Page 3 
Will White of Campbellville gave a talk about “Basic Chainsaw 

Safety” at the December 10th meeting. His information was very 
well received. Will has offered to do a two-day, in the field, hands-
on course in the spring. Anyone interested in such a course, please 
contact Kathy Lawson at 343-1479. If we get enough people inter-
ested we’ll definitely take Will up on that. Thank you Will for shar-
ing your expertise! 

     The year-round fire station petition to Maureen Kirk is still 
being circulated. If you haven’t already signed, it please do so, and 
get it to me by March 1st. I will be presenting it to Maureen in 
March. I will keep you posted on the progress I make there. 

     The March meeting of the CEP &FSC is scheduled for March 
11th at 6:00pm at the CCA Building.  Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend.  This will be a planning meeting for our “Town 
Hall Meeting” on Wednesday, March 19th. Representatives from 
various county agencies will be present to discuss everything from 
fire issues to interagency coordination.  

 
Kathy Lawson, Chairperson CEP&FSC 



Cohasset Historical Corner 
to have a whole orange to ourselves 
was a really a treat; and to get to peel 
it too, was something. We didn't get 
candy very often either, so we were 
delighted with or meager Christmas, 
and I still vividly remember it. The 
Cohasset boys would go to the Ford 
place in Chico Creek Canyon and 
bring back oranges for Christmas. We 
had plenty of apples. One time, in 
1904, the apples from the Polk place 
won first place at the St. Louis Fair. 

   The first school teacher I remem-
ber was Electa Bell Welch. I was too 
young to go to school; but I remember 
her walking all over the mountains, 
and sometimes at our place "for 
beans." At that time people were call-
ing Cohasset "North Point" but she 
argued that Cohasset meant 'City of 
Pines: and was so applicable. So when 
a post Office was established it was 
called the Cohasset P.O. and letters 
stamped that way. I have some old 
letters with the Cohasset stamp on 
them   

   There was a grocery store there 
in later years. When I was old enough 
to go to school, we walked barefoot 
across the canyon. The boys called me 
"raccoon toes" because I had long nar-
row feet. I begged my mother to let me 
wear shoes, but she said they would 
tease me more because none of the 
children wore them. 

   One day when coming home from 
school my sister and I saw a large bull 
snake chasing a little rabbit. The rab-
bit was just able to keep moving, and 
the snake just ready for it, when we 
jumped in front of the snake and 
grabbed the rabbit. We took the little 
panting thing home, but mother made 
us turn it loose. Then one day, as we 
were coming home from school, we 
saw a cluster of boys, and saw that 
one had his foot on a bull snake's tail, 
and one on it's head. Another boy was 
cutting it with a knife, and out jumps 
a little rabbit that was not as lucky as 
ours a few days before. 

    
By Jessie Gibson Cooper  
 
TBC—next CCA Newsletter 
Courtesy The Diggins Spring ‘72 

"I remember, I remember the place where I was born. The little window where 
the sun came creeping in at morn... 

I remember, I remember the fir-trees dark and high; I used to think their slen-
der tops were close against the sky." ~ Thomas Hood. 

I was born in Cohasset on Oct. 25, 1887. My father, George K. Gibson 
had a small sawmill there. Those were the "Horse and Buggy days". 
Our place was further up than most so of course no doctor could get there 
in time, so mid-wives took over.  

   There were no near playmates so we ran through the woods and 
played on the large tree stumps. 

   If we visited anyone, it usually had to be overnight. So we took what 
we called "pallets", blankets, pillows, etc. and spread them around on the 
floor, as did those who visited us.  

   There were two schools there, one in the upperpart- the Grafton 
school, and one in the lower part - North Point. There was one church, 
which was across from the Grave Yard (we called it in those days).  We had 
no regular pastor, but occasionally, in the summer, the preachers from the 
valley would come to Cohasset to escape the heat, get free board and room, 
and the "general collection." Usually after church, everyone would picnic in 
a nice shady spot by the graveyard. 

   The Cohasset adults had what they called a "Singing School.' There 
usually were residents who were musically inclined, and someone would 
conduct the singing, using all the then popular songs. There were many 
picnics during the summer. One of the girls was chosen as the 'Goddess of 
Liberty" on the 4th of July, etc.  

   If there were any deaths, someone would be called in to prepare the 
body for burial. Others would make the casket, and go all over the moun-
tains informing people of the death and time of burial. Didn't have to both-
er with undertakers or preachers. 

   I can distinctly remember, although my mother said I was only 
around 2 1/2 years old., when the snow was 16 ft. deep and we were 
"snowed in". I remember my brother Frank and I were playing around 
the kitchen , when he fell into the large galvanized tub of snow water, and 
screamed he was scalded. Finally my father got up into the attic, and out 
onto the roof and snow-shoed out. We couldn't see our orchard at all.  

     My father put what he called a ram down in a small canyon near our 
home; and it pumped the water up to our home at Mud Creek. There was a 
pump in the sink, and a large wooden reservoir in the kitchen to hold the 
water. One night, while my father was in Chico, my mother, who was 25 
years old at the time and alone with four children, heard a loud noise 
which sent us all into the kitchen. The wooden tank had burst and water 
tumbling all over the floor (a good thing there was a step down from the 
living room into the kitchen). Well, the only thing to do was to light the 
lantern and go down into the canyon and turn off the ram. Mother said she 
was afraid of wild animals, and was afraid to swing the lantern to scare 
them away for fear the lantern would blow out, and she would have a hard 
time finding her way back. She managed to turn the ram off and got back 
to the house and spent the rest of the night sweeping the water out of the 
house. So she was a real pioneer woman. 

   Sometimes at Christmas, my father was unable, on account of the 
snow, to get to Chico for presents. I remember one such time, when my 
mother stayed up late and used some of her precious sugar to make candy 
for us. So Christmas morning, when we got up, instead of the Christmas 
tree there was a table. On each corner (there were 4 of us kids) there was 
an orange, an apple and some candy. We seldom had oranges, but plenty of 
apples. Usually an orange was peeled and divided into four quarters, and 



Cohasset Community News 

Cohasset 4-H Report 
 
 Our local 4-H has really been 

keeping busy this winter.  Our biggest 
project was the Children's Christmas 
Store that took place in the middle of 
the deep freeze and treacherous road 
conditions on Dec. 8.  In spite of the 
weather, many intrepOur local 4-H 
has really been keeping busy this win-
ter.  Our first big project was the Chil-
dren's Christmas Store that took place in the middle of the deep 
freeze and treacherous road conditions on Dec. 8.  In spite of the 
weather, many intrepid 4-Hers showed up that day to work and 
on the previous day to set up and organize all the donations.  
The day of the sale we were worried that shoppers would be 
staying home due to the road conditions.  However, we should-
n't have worried.  We had twenty five to thirty shoppers eager 
to spend their dimes and quarters on the many fine donated 
gifts for their families and friends. We would truly like to thank 
the Cohasset Community for their support in donating all the 
wonderful items for sale, the folks who came to help wrap gifts, 
and of course, the shoppers. 

 In January our members got to work on their game 
booth for the annual countywide Fun Night that took place on 
February 1st.  The theme of the night was "Down on the Farm".  

Our game was a labyrinth-type 
maze game where the player 
moved a golf ball painted like a 
farm animal through a series of 
obstacles to reach the barn.  Our 
club won the 2nd place award for 
both the Most Creative and the 
Best Overall game booth. Con-
gratulations to all our hard work-
ing and creative booth committee 
members.  We also would like to 

thank Linda Forrester for the inspiration and Jion Lingemann 
for the mechanical skills to make it all work.   

 On November 9 and January 23rd Mountain Mike's 
Pizza on Mangrove 
sponsored a fundraiser 
for our local club.  They 
donated a portion of 
their proceeds and al-
lowed us to run a bake 
sale at the same time.  
These events really 
enable us to carry on 
our projects and activi-
ties.  Thanks to Joe 
Campbell and Moun-
tain Mike's for their 
support. 

 The 4-Hers have been busy with other projects as well.  
Hiking, welding, and arts and crafts are in full swing.  Drama is 

getting off the ground with a plan for a play later 
in the spring.  Claire's sow has given birth and 
our swine members have picked out their piglets 
and taken them home.  The gardening group is 
getting ready to plant their seedlings in the 
greenhouse. The hiking group is planning their  

 
annual snowshoe trip to Mt. Lassen - if we 

ever get snow.  
 We feel blessed to be part of this wonder-

ful community and once again thank you all for 
your support. 

 
4-H Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner 

 
Time to save the date for our annual fundrais-

ing dinner.  It will take place on Saturday March 
15th, 5-8 p.m. at the CCA building.  We will have 
large and small plates filled with delicious corned 
beef, cabbage, potatoes, carrots and a roll. We 
will also have bake sale items available for des-
sert and a raffle. We are unsure of the pricing at 
this time, but will let you know before the event.  
We must raise the funds for all costs of our local 
activities ourselves and really appreciate the sup-
port of the Cohasset Community. 

Cohasset 4-H Officers 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
                     

     
 
10:30am  
Church Ser-
vice 

     
 
Cohasset 4-H 
7pm 

 
 
 
Band practice 

               
 
6 pm 
VFD 

        

        
 
10:30am 
Church Ser-
vice 

       
 
6:30pm — 
EPC/CFSC 

      Noon 
Commodities 
Distribution 
7-9pm Brew 
Club 

         
 
6:30pm  
CCA Board 
Meeting  

 
 

       
 
5-8pm- 
4-H Corned 
Beef Dinner 

         
 
10:30am  
Church Ser-
vice 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Band practice 

 
 
TOWN 
HALL  
MEETING 
6—8 pm 

 
 
 
6 pm  
VFD 

                
 
7 pm 
CCA Bingo  

       
 
10:30am 
Church Ser-
vice 

  
 
 
Band practice 

   
 

   

 Events & Calendar 

CCA BINGO! 
 

 It’s time for CCA BINGO!  Mark your calendar for March CCA BINGO at the Cohas-
set Community Center on Saturday, March 22nd at 7:00 pm. 

 CCA Bingo is not like the traditional bingo halls, we offer a relaxed friendly atmos-
phere where chatting and laughter is encouraged while playing Bingo. Who knows, you may 
even win a game or two and leave with more than you brought to the game! So grab a friend, 
your Bingo dauber (or get one at the event), and let’s play BINGO! 

 Food and refreshments will be available for sale if you would like a bite to eat during 
the games.   

         Bingo packages are $15, which includes 6 (six) bingo cards for each of the 8 games. The final game of the night 
will be 'Split the Pot', which is an optional entry after the regular Bingo rounds conclude. For more information, con-
tact Daniel Botsford at 893-1616.  

 
Reminder: No one under 18 years of age is allowed while Bingo games are in session. 
All proceeds of these events benefit the Cohasset Community Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 

March 2014 
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Brew Club News 
All meetings will be held in the Cohasset Community building at 7 PM on the second Wednesday of each month.   
Hope to see you all there.  Please reply to 1eastrise@att.net or call 530-343-4951. 



Nonprofit Org 
US Postage Paid 

Permit #187 
Chico, CA  95926 

BOXHOLDER or CURRENT RESIDENT 
COHASSET STAGE RD 
COHASSET, CA  95973 

Newsletter 
 

Cohasset Community Association  

11 Maple Creek Ranch Road  
Cohasset, CA 95973 

 


